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(Ireland.) 



THE 

fourth report 

OF THE 

COMMISSIONERS 

Appointed to inquire into the Doties, Salaries, and Emolomests 
of the Officers, Clerks, and Ministers of Justice, in all Temporal 
and Ecclesiastical Courts in Ireland. 



OFFICES IN THE COURTS OF JUSTICE IN IRELAND 
Hitherto considered in the disposal of The Crown, the Duties of which are at 
present discharged either wholly, or principally, by Deputy. 



Y 



TO THE KING’S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY, 
IN HIS HIGH COURT OF CHANCERY. 



OUR MAJESTY’S Government in Ireianti ha • • • 

“ that we should examine, with as little delav as nnISLdTd/ 1 a . desire 



stances « into Z 5255. 

been considered in the dismal of I r ,° f La : r ’ ' vhich ha ve hitherto 



been considered in the disposal of the’ Crown °sTand° f » fth ’ ''' hich haTe hithorto ' ^ - 

formance of the Duties attached to them; and that we should!]™' , ‘° f' per ‘ in Courts of 
for the future regulation of those Offices, as should Drovide f gS ?n S " Ch “ P an J ! ,stice in <l«P»*al 
duties being discharged in person, at such Salaries as shall be JXd re . spectire ' Cr0 "‘' 
reasonable compensation to the individuals dischareinn thlL'B ? a Just and 
necessary to lay aside, for the nrespn* cnargmg , em > We have found it 

m framing Reports, and have applied oursdveT to providh we ^ fa r advanced 
requisition thus made to us, as, in the present stave ^ ^ - UCh answer to the 
to make; but which, from the various nnrl Ur inquiries, we are enabled 

heads to which our attention has been directed mutfne ° f th . e differe nt 

lor the full object which appears to have directed this ^!f anIy P™ e insufficient 
we conceive it, can only be satisfactorily nttoi jV j. r ^ erence - That object, as 
order, on the several departments to which the^re^ 111 ^ R . eports > in their due 
long. For it is manifest, that to report on the H P q l uest,on respectively be- 
to their future regulation, we Ust Sre Into the 68 ° f .^se offices, with a view 
sarily, more or less, involved with those of other nflT™ wh,ch are ne ces- 

Should, therefore, what we now offer be found inardd °! - he S ?™ e de P art 'nent. 
confess we apprehend) we trust that the rl^fp * ada< 3 uat ® t0 lts object, (which we 
on our part, Tut to the deXy nlmre of X Xsuess 

adopt; and that such defect wiU be supplied hv d f W ® are r equiied to 
tune for the exigencies of this referenced ^ F ^ uture ^ e P orts > in sufficient 



Court of Chancery^hrL°bTe X7ofXg" Eh 6 ? 8 ‘* of , wt “ ch are the 

mon Pleas, eight in the Court nf FypKo ^ ln o ® two in the Court of Com- 

the Office for the Registry of Deeds. ^ 10 the C ° Urt of Admiral ty, and 
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court of Several of these offices have already been submitted to Your Majesty’s conside- 
chancerv. ration, in detail, in our former Reports ; many of the remainder will require very 

v ' minute examination, previous to our finally reporting on them. We conceive that 

Offices in Courts of tbe object of the reference, now made to us, will best be attained by avoiding here 
Justice in disposal a particular detail of the regulations which, in obedience to our Commission, we 
of The Crown. have already suggested, or are in the course of suggesting, as necessary for the more 
effectual administration of the duties of these several offices, and also any minute 
consideration of the fees received therein ; confining ourselves, for the present, to 

inquiring 





COURT. 


OFFICE. 


TENURE. 


NAME 
of present Officer. 




I. 


CHANCERY: 


Register ... 


For life of Patentee 


Barry, John, Viscount Avon- 




II. 




Clerk of Crown and Hanaper 


During pleasure of 


more. 

The Earl of Granard 




III. 




Accountant General 


The Crown. 
During pleasure of 


Joseph Jameson ... 




IV. 




Clerk of Reports 


The Crown. 
During pleasure of 


John Pollock .... 




V. 





Cursitor ... 


The Crown. 

Like .... 


Thomas Prendergast 




VI. 





Serjeant at Arms 


Life of surviving Patentee 


Henry Minchin ... 




VII. 


KING’S BENCH: 


Prothonotaries 


Lives of Patentees, and 


Lords Henry and Robert Sey- 




VIII. 




Filazers - 


survivor of them. 

- Ditto ... 


mour Conway. 

Same Persons ... 




IX. 





Clerk of Crown 


- Ditto ... 


Same Persons 




X. 


COMMON PLEAS: 


Prothonotaries 


- Ditto 


Honourable Thomas Knox, and 




XI. 




Chirographer - - - 


During His Majesty’s 


Honourable Vesey Knox. 
David Babington, and Charles 




XII. 


EXCHEQUER: 


Clerk of Pleas - 


pleasure. 


W m Babington, Esqrs. 




XIII. 




* Chief Remembrancer - 


For the life of Patentee - 


Marquis Wellesley - 




XIV. 




f Treasurer Remembrancer 


During Pleasure 


Earl of Donoughmore - . 




XV. 


. . 


Serjeant at Arms 


His Majesty’s pleasure 


John M'Clintock, and W m Fos- 




XVI. 




Usher .... 


Like .... 


ter M'Clintock, Esq". 

Sir Charles Vernon, and Charles 




XVII. 




Clerk of Pipe 


Life of Patentee 


Fleetwood. 

Henry Luttrell - 




XVIII. 





Pursuivant ... 


His Majesty’s pleasure 


Robert O’Hara ... 




XIX. 





Transcripter ... 


- Ditto ... 


John Pollock ... 




XX. 


ADMIRALTY : 


The Judge ... 


Good Behaviour 


Sir Jonah Barrington 




XXI. 





Register ... 


During Pleasure 


Daniel Pineau ... 




XXII. 





Marshal .... 


During Pleasure 


Robert Simpson ... 




XXIII. 


, Register of Deeds 





Good Behaviour 


Viscount Kilwarden 






1 The Office of Chief Remembrancer has been further granted in reversion to Richard Wellesley, Esq. for his 





life, by Letters Patent, dated 20th November 1808. 
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SALARIES and EMOLUMENTS, IN COURTS OF JUSTICE. 5 

inquiring how they are executed; what profits they confer; the probable amount codkt or 
or the charges they impose upon the Public ; and what arrangement may be rea- chancery. 
sonable for the future remuneration of the officers. '* ' 

The subjoined Table exhibits the order in which we propose to submit them to 0ffices in Courts of 
Your Majesty’s consideration ; the tenures by which they are at present held ; and disp ° Sal 

the emoluments, as far as we have hitherto been able to ascertain them, accruing, ° wn ‘ 

respectively, to the Principals, Deputies, and the several persons in their employ- 
ment, in consideration of the discharge of their duties. 



SALARY 
payable out of 
Consolidated Fund. 



Gross Amount of 
FEES, 

and other Emoluments, 
of the Principal, 
independent of Salary, 
on an Average of 
Three Years. 



960 and 

100 

for Deputy. 



450 

Compensation under 
Union Act. 



7 10- 
None. 



24 2 6 
306 12 — 

79 

43 1 5 ~ 

1,000 

None. 

None. 

1,300 



£. t. d. 

4.026 5 11 

840 

- None 

None 
612 10 8 

- None 



805 6 1 
216 13 4 



11.905 12 3 1 

9 2 7 7 3 1 



.094 19 11 x 

includingCompensation. 



4,624 19 3 



97 6 7 1 

300 

667 13 4 

57 2 17 6 

546 17 10 
None 



None 

All received by 
the Deputy. 

167 7 — 



Official Expenses 
paid out of 
Principal’s Fees. 



3 , 18 ! 



4 7 



545 6 

None 

None 

None 
22 15 - 
None 



200 

None 

1,168 9 8f 
146 2 5 f 

2,845 9 4 



Total Net 
Annual Emoluments 



2 6 



67 3 9 
7 5 — \ 



None 

10 

None 



- None 
Paid by the 
Deputy. 
97 19 8 

804 g 10 



£. s . d. 
3,480 19 8 

1,800 

500 

120 

589 15 8 

450 



605 6 1 
216 13 4 

10,744 12 7 

781 4 10 

8,249 10 

3,795 16 9 

816 8 7 
i ,747 9 8 



300 

681 15 io 

879 9 6 
613 8 2 
43 15 — 

1,000 

- None 
6 9 7 4 
3,683 14 9 



TOTAL 
Received by Deputies and 
Clerks, in the employment of | 
the Principal : 



3040 

including Salaries paid by 
Principal to Deputies. 
780 11 8 

exclusive of Disbursements 



700 

40 

422 15 — 
306 11 IO 



12,349 6 — 

including Salaries paid by 
Principal. 

402 13 1 



1,102 9 ] 



13,694 3 6 1 

207 8 4 
including Salary paid by 
Patentee to Deputy. 

19,047 12 3 

including Salary and other 
Allowances from Principal. 

7,588 18 1 A 
including Salaries allowed 
by Principal. 

875 12 2 

97 6 7 1 



151 5 — 

546 17 10 

94 18 9 

216 13 4 
83 13 5 
2,656 17 3 



Total Charge 
to the 
Public. 



£• S. d. 

6,766 5 U 



2,580 11 8 

exclusive of Office 
expenses, and the 
expenses of the Court. 



1,012 10 8 
756 11 10 

22,567 6 9 

1,207 19 2 

1,319 3 3 l 

25,457 5 10 

981 13 5 k 

28,233 17 8 

12,013 17 4$ 

1,759 4 7 
1,852 1 4 

991 15 10 

1,030 14 6 

1,172 15 8 

138 13 9 
216 13 4 



7 ,H 5 

, t/he Office of Treasurer Remembrancer has been granted in reversion after the death of Lord Donoughmore 
to Hugh and Mervyn Stewart, Esqrs. sons of Sir John Stewart, Bart, for their joint lives, and the life of the’ 
survivor, by Letters Patent, dated 26th March 1805. 

140. R 
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chancery n, ^ P Iecedl "g Table it will dearly appear how very much, in many instances 
J^NCERV^ the re* charge to the Public exceeds the profit of the principal office? This is 
„ . ?hi efly >° b ? att " buted t0 the . separate fees, which the deputies and clerks charge to 

Offices m Courts of the suitors for their own services ; demands which contain, in themselves the ongin 

o“TC Crown. f ** matellal abuses wbich "’ e have fo ™ d exist. 8 

Offices enumerated in the 



I. REGISTER OF THE COURT OF CHANCERY. 
foMife 8 ° ffiCe 1S 81 preSent held b y Viscount Avonmore, under Letters Patent, 

produced tota plndptT^ ^ SU “‘ ted » Y °« Majesty, that the office 



In the Year ending Michaelmas 1812 
In the Year ending Michaelmas 1813 
In the Year ending Michaelmas 1814 



at t> , aiviaea into ttlree distinct classes, and executed by two deputies 
•Mr. rrendergast and Mr. O’Keeffe; and one chief clerk, Mr. Daly. 

The emoluments of each of the deputies appear, on an average of the three vears 
ending December 31s,, ,814, to have amounted to about 495/. exclusive o^f an 
allowance from the Principal, of 200/. per annum to Mr. O'Keeffe, and of 100/ 
to Mr. Prendergast; and, exclusive of their fees, on countersigning the Accountant 
General s drafts on the Bank of Ireland. Of these fees they have kept no accurate 
account; but Mr. O Keeffe thinks they have produced to him about loot per 
annum, and we presume they were equally profitable to Mr. Prendergast. The 
to h?»°h be bea , d clerk ’ M [- D “’y- are stated b y h 'm. io one part of his evidence, 
tk! b 1 5 /' a y ear;but he s P eaks doubtfully, and does not appear certain 
that they may not occasionally have amounted even to 1 ,000 1 . 

The real charges to the suitors for the performance of the duties of the Register 
and the distribution of the sum which they produce, have been, so far as we have 
been able to ascertain it, on an average of three years ending December 1814, as 



GROSS. 


NET, 

After deducting the Salary 
of Deputy Register, and 
the Office expenses for 
Stationary, Housekeeper, 
Coals, Candles, See. 


£. s. d. 


£■ s. d. 


3>99 2 1 8 


3,480 — 10 


4,103 16 u 


3,550 9 5 


3,982 19 2 


3,41 289 



Total sum charged to the suitors 

which is thus divided : 

Net profits to the principal 

Profits to Mr. Prendergast, including salary from prin- 

Net profits to Mr. O’Keeffe ... - ditto - . 

Net profits to the head clerk, Mr. Daly, from 500/. to 
1,000/. estimated at - 



Payments by principal to inferior clerks, and' 



Like, by Mr. Daly, head clerk, about - 



d } -45 6 3 
- 800 



The duties as we have stated in our First Report, admit of a three-fold division 
which has actually prevailed in practice. The attendance on the Lord Chancellor’ 
hy M; Prendergast ; the attendance on the Master of the Rolls, by Mr O'Keeffe ■ 

Md ^ ^ Ma Da 'y- official document, however h 

held to be complete, until signed by Mr. Prendergast or Mr. O'Keeffe. In confer! 
mity to this practice we suggested, in our First Report, and we now aeain re- 
spectfully recommend to Your Majesty’s consideration, that, hereafter, the office of 

Register 
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of , he Lord co™ or 

the office lie their First rtarL. . *h. ! " ^ ^ ’ and that the person acting in chancery-. 

,r b A ' 

hold, during their good behaviour, of which the Court to he th ' H le y should Offices ia Courts of 
First Clerk be appointed bv the Prindna ’ subiec to th J ■' tha i the J ” 5ti “ “ ““O'”* 1 
Chancellor; and removable' by thrStos with hk fL?'* 1 " of the ° !Th ‘ c '°™- 
We also suggested, that the signature of this Clerk should be^uffioeVfor a 7 th ° e ’ 

Sale hrl™p P eSe1u1ef “SS *? W*" 

We further recommended, that the ioint Rceisters should .Hot „ 
and that ,d e K gr0SS fees pr0p0Sed f01 ' esta hlishment in our Chancery Wc 

niiasiei 

these officers be requ.s.te to authenticate all documents issuing from tte office 
been m the habit of receiving for their own use. We expressed at , ‘ 

Sgistl SfficS 0 " t0 th0Se "■ hiCh « h “™ » SeVSSfthe 

*" commended for other 

the Registers ; and we entertain lo doubt that the fees rvhfehwS ^ ^ each ° f 

m our First Report, to be established ■-,« 1 es > w hich we have recommended 

ffls: ■ c -= SMtti s» 

II. CLERK OF CROWN AND HANAPER. 

thc ° f *■ 

of fees, the annual produce of which we &n f d - a § reatvariet y 

besides, a salary of 100L navable for ! n t b ^ u asce , l ' taln - There is, 

9ho/ ; upon the Consolidated Fund. We stated 1 also" that "fi &S the 

.Curators Writs, originally payable to the lord rh„ ’ ,{ hatth f Kin g s Silver on 
to the Clerk of the Hanane^ c Q n^ relinquished 

nonary ; that this fund uncounted, in the year i8m Z^osT 8*' °T W , ,th sta ‘ 

1 8 15, to 382/. ihi- 8 d • thuitiianr Irt 4 ’ . 5 °o*- 8 5 - and in the year 

fees, and Lo the King'l Silver unde 51 fTl "* 2 ™ ^ tla e salaries, alf the 
and that, after allowing 1,800!^ to tt^PrincinaT *hp rand CC pP , ad tde 
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COURT of In pursuance of the principle suggested for our guidance, by the First Report of 
i chan c ery. ^ the Committee of Finance, in the last Session, we have now to recommend that, 
^ on the determination of the interest of the present Patentee, who holds, by letters 

Offices in Courts of P atent > during Your Majesty’s pleasure, the office should be executed in person; 
Justice in disposal and that, from the produce of the fees recommended, in our First Report, to be 
of The Crown. finally established in this office, the annual sum of 600/. should be appropriated for 
his remuneration, with the addition of 150/. for a clerk. Under such arrange- 
ment, the salaries payable out of the Consolidated Fund may be saved to the 
Public. 



III. ACCOUNTANT GENERAL. 

This office is held by letters patent, during Your Majesty’s pleasure ; and at the 
period of our First Report was executed almost entirely by deputy. It has since 
that time become vacant, and the present principal, Mr. Jameson, alleges that he 
devotes a considerable portion of time to the performance of its duties. We appre- 
hend, however, that there is still a large proportion of them executed by deputy ; 
and we find that fees still continue, to be received in the office, with the knowledge 
of the principal, and are allowed on taxation ; notwithstanding that the attention of 
the taxing officers, and of the Accountant General himself, has been directed by this 
Board to the provisions of the Act of Parliament, expressly prohibiting such 
receipt. 

We submitted to Your Majesty, that the remuneration, at present provided for 
this officer, is a salary of 500/. per annum, and 100/. for a clerk ; both charged on 
the Consolidated Fund. That the receipt of any fee is strictly prohibited by the Act 
of Parliament which created the office, so recently as the 23d and 24th of Your 
Majesty ; that fees were, nevertheless, constantly received and allowed on the tax- 
ation of costs in Chancery, in violation of the express terms of the Act, besides 
gratuities for extra labour and expedition ; that we estimated the amount of these 
fees at between 400 1 . and 500 /. per annum : the extent of the gratuities we had no 
means of ascertaining. 

We reported further, that the duties annexed to this office were of a description 
that demanded the constant attendance of the principal, with the assistance of at 
least two clerks, of whom one must necessarily hold a confidential situation. That 
we understood the salary allowed for the Accountant General in England, to be 
1,200/. ; and that the clerks there were also paid by fixed allowances, 0 which had 
been augmented, as the accumulation of suitors money in the Bank had rendered 
the duties more extensive. That, in Ireland, the duties of the office of Accountant 
General had greatly increased of late years; and we suggested to Your Majesty an 
augmentation of the principal’s salary to 700 /. for which constant attendance should 
be required ; and that no deputy or clerk should be allowed to sign a draft, except in 
case of illness, or unavoidable absence of the principal ; in which case the Lord 
Chancellor should have a power of directing some other person to perform the duty. 
That the deputy or chief clerk should be paid also, at the Treasury, an annual salary 
of 250 /. ; and that a further salary of 100 /. should be provided for a second clerk. 
We stated also, that we had the less difficulty in recommending these additional 
salaries, when we adverted to the profits which the Public had from time to time 
derived from that fund, in their different arrangements with the Bank of Ireland. 
Upon the present occasion, we have only respectfully to repeat our former recom- 
mendations to Your Majesty. 



IV. CLERK OF THE REPORTS. 

This office, like that of the Accountant General, owes its origin to the statute 
23d and 24th George III. chap. 22, and is held during Your Majesty’s pleasure. 
The Act contains a strict prohibition of the receipt of fees by the Clerk of the 
Reports, for any duty matter or thing thereby directed, imposed or prescribed ; and 
provides that a salary shall be paid to him, without recognizing in any manner his 
right to appoint a deputy. The salary, which was settled at 120/. per annum, 
Mr. Pollock, the officer originally appointed, has appropriated exclusively to himself, 
and has left his deputy to execute the entire of the duties, and establish by the best 
means he could his own remuneration. It is therefore less a matter of surprise, that 

even 
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— d *-**- » 

ZS the salary allowed by the Act, we submit, affords a sufficient reran Justice in ^W"* 

~cr itbe 

V. CURSITOR. 

present officer, to hoflTd^ngYou? MafestX “L Paten . t . ‘° ¥ r - Prendergast, the 
him or his sufficient deputy or deputies'^ h/he annm J 1 * fl Utl< ? ‘ t be executed by 
or Lords Justices for the time beirnr Hi« cm 1 Ppro ^ ed b y tbe Lord Lieutenant 
different writs issued, and which va™ in ffi A rat”™* 8 *2?® So]eIy from fees on 
document; their average Amount Zr thr.2 Jo the length of the 

officer's return to have been 6l 2 1. ,r s 4 d Corfte'tfr appe ” S by this 
emoluments have averaged 72: l The’increaseoX* r* s “ b sequent years, his 
Writ of Capias ad Respondendum issuXut of X r fr T ? Pee of ^ ««* 

right to which has recently been decided In his Lour. C ° f C ° mnlon Pleas ’ the 

* he ° f his °®“ » person, with 

his appointment, having previously intrusted thek oerf 8 8 ° at> ° Ut tw0 , years after 
must be remarked, howlver, that this clerk t0 - a de P uty ' 11 
and executes nearly all the duties • the Cursitnr ^ i tS ™ - the ca P a< r lt; y of a deputy, 
at his office, on which occasions he annpnn t mere ^y g lvin g occasional attendance 
to such documents as are suTmftted to P him hv ^ his signature 

cipal's name to all such documents during hisXsente which l kTl h 8ign, ' ng the P ™- 
ot long duration, under a Power of Attorney for that purpose freqUent a " d 

S2 in the 

by the Principal, and from fees which h« u ^ ° guineas a year, paid to him 

fees of the * ■*«« to the 

nation of the rates of such charges and theXml „ k h ™\ • Fr ° m an exam ‘- 
Cursitor's Office, the emoluraShufaSuW Ltadrt Si "fJ'Z ^ 
annum. 10 ^ ° n “ “»«® of three fears endfof.C 

Cu^oS;^ be « ablisbad for the 

tion of that officer by salary „ e 1 “ P rovide f “‘ ‘be remunera- 

with an allowance of 100/. for a clerk, willfe suffident ° SU “ °°'' PCT 

VI. SERJEANT AT ARMS IN THE COURT OF CHANCERY. 

and Henry 1 diTChin P forthdr jranUtaT' Sra " t WaS to Hum P h ry 

Serjeant. The duties are^ Zw e„, rekTth'X 1 ”- the S T iv “ r ’ is tbe P™ a ™t 
from the performance of them arc ^ ^ be deputy, and all the fees arising 
the Principal hi s , “ I the only emolumenf 

S“ COnSeqUe " Ce ° f th ® “»-> of his 4 „fficia y , e Xei P p" d cccZ^X^ 

actuahy received ^syhing in ^ 

per annum. y ° 1813 ana J814, was, 3 o 6 / .m. io</, 

pecX^rofTS StSrito Jr fo ajeSty ’ ,hat thiS ° fc ' from *e 

fees; the execution of ZT£ ’ A °TT be re munerated by 
appearing to us a serra peculiarly demXf 6 dlstance fron > the Court, 

140. p y demanding^that species of remuneration; the 
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chamry. rates of the fees which we would recommend for establishment, are specified in the' 

v > Table subjoined to this branch of our general Report on the Court of Chancery : 

. Should however the remuneration by salary still be deemed preferable, we submit 

JustS in disposal* tlmt 200 1 - a year would be sufficient; but 'in addition to that salary, care should be 
of The Crown. taken to provide for the officer’s travelling expenses. 



COURT OF KING’S BENCH. 



VII & VIII. PROTHONOTARY’S AND FILAZER’S OFFICES. 

■ court of THESE two offices may properly be considered together; the duties of Filazer 
' KING’S B ENCH. , being, in fact, the duties of the Prothonotary, and the offices being held by the 
same patentees, and under the same patent. 

The duties of the Prothonotary are numerous and important in their nature, com- 
prehending almost all the ministerial acts incident to the proceedings on the Civil 
side of the Court of King’s Bench. The detail of those duties, and the recommen- 
dations which we have to submit with respect to them, and to the fees claimed for 
their performance, we reserve for a future Report; considering it unnecessary, 
for any object the present reference can have, to enter into a minute statement 
of them. 

The office of Prothonotary is now held by Lord Robert Seymour Conway and 
Lord Henry Seymour Conway, under a grant from the Crown for their joint lives, 
and the life of the survivor. To them it has been a perfect sinecure. The duties 
assigned to the department of Filazer, are executed by Mr. Dawson Church, who 
receives for his remuneration, one-third of the net receipts of that office ; and all the 
other duties are executed by two deputies, Robert Hamilton and Rowdey Heyland, 
Esquires, with the assistance of nine other officers or principal clerks, who have again 
several subordinate clerks employed under them. 

The 



SCHEDULE of the Salaries, Fees, and Emoluments, of the Officers and Clerks 

on an Average of Three Years, 



N* 


Officers Names. 


Stile of Office. 


Salary. 


Fees. 




1. 


Lords Henry and Robert'! 
Seymour Conway -J 


Prothonotaries, &c. - 


£. s. d. 

7 10 — 


£. 

9, +22 


4 


d. 

1 




3. 


Robert Hamilton, and\ 
Rowley Heyland - -j 


Joint Deputy Prothonotaries 


None 


4,111 


2 


. 




3- 


Lords Henry and Robert! 
Seymour Conway -J 


Filazers - 


None 


805 


6 


1 




4- 


Dawson Church 


Deputy Filazer ... 


None 


402 


13 


1 




5- 


Thomas Church 


Deputy Filazer ... 


200 


. 








6. 


Godfrey James 


Clerk of the Rules - 


300 


None 






7- 


Henry Harrison 


Deputy Clerk of the Rules, and) 


56 17 6 














Judgment Book on Cognovit -J 










8. 


George Harrison 


Deputy Clerk of Entry of Writs - 


None 


131 


1 


10 




9- 


Michael Cormick - 


Clerk of Appearances 


None 


267 


8 


2 




10. 


John Cuddy ... 


Clerk of Assignments of) 
















Judgments, and Clerk to > - 
Prothonotaries - -J 


22 15 _ 


100 




- 




ii. 


James Plunkett 


Clerk in Record Room, and Re-"1 
ceiver of Stamp Duties - -j 


None 


153 


5 


1 








Clerks acting as Agents 














Michael Lacy -J 


40 


4,313 


10 


2 






William Barrett 


Clerk acting as Agent 


None 










Henry Harrison 


- - Ditto .... 














George Harrison 


- - Ditto - 




296 










Michael Cormick - 


- - Ditto .... 


None 
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The Deputies are paid by a proportion of the fees of the Principal, consolidated 
with then-own Those fees taken together, but independent of the emoluments v 1 

arising in the Mazers Ofltce, have produced annually, on an average of three years 
ending 1814 - - - - - - - - /13 (too 6 2 Offices in Courts of 

Out of which the average vcnrlv “ Justice » dis P osal 



Ouc of which the average yearly disbursements have been, 

Salaries to other officers and clerks - - - £.410 12 I 

Incidental expenses of the office . ^ . 

making together - - ~ I 

leaving a net profit of 

Of this sum the Deputies retain for their remuneration 

leaving an annual average profit to the Patentees arising from fees, of 
besides a salary payable at the Treasury, of 

Making together .... 



- £.41 9 12 6 
97 6 7 7 



13,137 6 1 
3»645 15 5 
8,491 10 8 
7 10 — 
£■ 8,499 — 8 



The fees received for the duties allotted to the Filazer’s Office, appear, by the 
deputies return, to have averaged within the same period, 1,207/. 19$. 2 d. per 
annum; of which a sum of 200/. has been paid yearly to a former deputv, Mr. 
ihomas Church, who, from age and infirmity, became incapable of executing the 
f 1 i? S ’ 10 °^ haS 1)6611 a ' lmvecl f°. the acting deputy, for defraying the expenses 

ot the office : the balance has been divided between the principal and acting deputy 
in the proportion of two-thirds to the former, and one-third to the latter ; °the total 
annual profit to the patentee has thus been 9,104/. 6 s. gd. 

In addition to the fees thus received for the Principal and Deputies, amounting to 
14 ’74 1 l- 5 s. 4 a. most of the clerks employed in the office, receive from the suitors 
considerable fees or gratuities as the remuneration for their services. The §ums thus 
demanded, appear, according to the best information which we have been able to 
obtain, to have averaged in three years ending in 1814, 7,818 /. iu. 5<Z. ; making the 
total charge to the suitors, for the performance of the duties of the Prothonotary’s 
Office, 22,559/. gd. annually. J 

The Table subjoined will show, as accurately as we have been able to ascertain 
it, the present Establishment of the Prothonotary’s and Filazer’s Offices, and the 
Emoluments arising to the different Clerks employed therein, on an average of 
three years ending 31st December 1814. 

employed in performing the Duties of the Prothonotaries of the Court of King’s Bench, 
ending 31st December 1814. 
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k™™bench r 2 , th ' ! 7 ?k lat J°," ' rh ' Ch " e h *7 already P r °P° sed . wi* respect to the taxation of 
t „ . Costs ' and the fl,tilre recommendations, which we shall have occasion to make with 

respect to the rates and application of fees received in this Office, be carried into 
Offices in Courts of. effect, the Income derived by the several persons employed therein will no doubt ho 

»rSc ro d :r “Vl? bUr f ei,8Qf the suiturs P'-°P°«ionably lessened. 

Adopting the rates of fees, which we have proposed for establishment in the Pleas 
Ofhce of the Court of Exchequer, and assuming that there should be no material 
variation in the quantity of business transacted in the Court of King’s Bench the 
annual receipts m the Prothonotary’s Office might be estimated at 9,000/. The 
duties of the Office may, we think, be similarly distributed, and executed for the 
Jike salaries and allowances, as we have recommended in our Report respecting the 
Clerk of the Pleas of the Court of Exchequer. The salaries so recommended, 
amount to 6,200/. and the allowances for Stationary, Copying Clerks, and incidental 
expenses, may be estimated with sufficient accuracy at 2,000/. which would leave a 
net residue of about 800 /. of the yearly receipts, estimated as above. 



IX. CLERK OF THE CROWN. 

This Office is granted by Patent, together with the office of Prothonotary of the 
Court of King s Bench, and under the like tenure, to Lord Robert Sevmour Conway, 
and Lord Henry Seymour Conway ; the duties are executed exclusively by Walter 
Bourne and Peter Bourne, Esquires, as Deputies to the Patentees, with the assist- 
ance of one permanent clerk, and occasionally of some writing clerks. 

The fees and emoluments of this office appear, by a return from Mr. Walter 
Bourne, to have amounted, on an average of the three years ending 31st December 
Ti. 14 ri p C ^ ar e stated to have been unusually productive) to 1,319/. 3s. $\d. 
I he Clerk s salary and other'incidental expenses, are stated to have amounted to 
100/. yearly ; leaving a net annual profit of 1,219/. 35. $\d. of which the Patentees 
received under an agreement with the Deputies, 216/. 135. 4 d. yearly; and the 
residue, being 1,002/. 9$. 11 \d. was retained by the latter for their remuneration. 

A considerable portion of the emoluments of this Office, arises from the fees 
charged on the taxation of sundry bills of costs. These fees appear to have ave- 
raged, m the three years referred to, 266 /. 7 s. In our former Reports, we have 
submitted that the duty of taxation should be committed to a distinct tribunal ; a 
measure which we again most respectfully recommend ; and we conceive that, when 
relieved from this duty, a salary of 800/. per annum, with an allowance of 100 /. a 
y™ r ™L a c ^ er k> w iU be sufficient remuneration for the performance of the duties of 
this Office. 
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COURT OF COMMON PLEAS. 



X. PROTHONOTARY’S OFFICE. 

the™ dUt i? ^ “ the Ki "S’ s Bend ’- are attached to court or 

Pleas are in the C,™-? 7 r d m Ex , c . he 'l ,Ier to the office of Clerk of the commok ple*s. 

? ' a ' e > n * he C™rt of Common Pleas, divided amongst a variety of officers ' ' 

of The Crown. 

rtf 1 ] th e S P 0 '? 1 ’ the , Clerk of ‘he Rules, the Filazer, the Clerk of the Juries the 
Clerk of the Errors, the Clerk of the Essoigns, and the Clerk of the Warrants’ are 
all officers independent of the Prothonotary, and are appointed by the Lord Chief 
Jus tee. In the other Courts, the duties which are in SL ogy to tteL ™ 
performed by the Clerks and Deputies of the Prothonotary; thef are u feet Ms 

’ rf d m the C “ rtS v. 0f Ki "g’ s Beilch aad Exchequer he l “spins b e fo - 
then performance. Mr. George Hill, the chief of the two deputy Protootariea 
thnnn. rS '° h "' k “ proba . ble > . ‘hat originally the jurisdiction and (Lies of the Pro’ 
thonotary were as extensive in this Court as in the others ; but we observe thatTn 
England, the duties appear to have been divided amongst a number of officers 
ar y as the time of Lord Coke ; and we therefore think it not improbable that the 

Court° n »He y ?f Ve preTall<id “ Ireland > if not from the original restitution of the 
Coui t, at least from a very remote period. It is evident from the printed list that 

Hill the , 3 '? r V 17 ’ the offices "Urt °u ‘he samh footing as at present ’ Mr 
Hill the deputy Prothonotary, has offered as his opinion, that in formS times the 
Prothonotary not having any great emolument, became careless as to the rioht of 
patronage to the minor offices alluded to, and that the Chief Justice, in consequence 
assumed it He is further of opinion, that it would be desirable, if practicable to 

° f the aad ptaee him on . 

fUtUr6 Re P° rt ’ sba11 s ‘ate in detail our views of the duties of this Office 

of thfLurtT Comm 1 w ey “* p “ formed > “ d als ° of the whole establishment 

ot the Com t of Common Pleas ; confining ourselves here, to a general sketch of 
the existing official establishment, and of that which, at present, we conteLlate 
recommending for final substitution. contemplate 

c,,m he th ffi j e v f tbe P , r . otbono ‘ ary > s0 far ** rebates to the Principal, is a mere sine- 
cure , the duties are discharged by two Deputies, and nine principal Clerks • these 
again have in their employment ordinarily, about fourteen copying Clerks. ’ 

The gross receipts on behalf of the Principal and Deputy, upon an average of 
three years ending 2d November 1814, were 14,2861. 14, .9/ the offic afdis 
bursemente amounted to 1,02 1 . 3,. Sd, and the net profits to ? 3 ,,W fd ner 
annum By an agreement subsisting between the Principal aid first Deputy tile 
latter retains one-sixth of these profits, as tile remuneration for his services P and the 
remaining five-sixths (after -deducting a sum of 250/. annually allowed to an assistant 

Deputy, Mr. Richard Hill) are paid to the Patentees. assistant 

The amount of these receipts is, however, far from being the extent of what the 
Suitors pay for the performance of the official duties. The nine Clerkf h he 
Prothonotary s employment, derive further and large profits from their situations 

fa srtctn^T' & dS ofte" lttor e nie e s d be considered,’ 

obliged to speak doubtfully ; but, so far as it has been acknouMged^rappelLto 
be not less han 11,063 /. , , d. In addition to these charges up^nthSor, 

fesl rn»n S a' t0 talen mt0 account a further sum, which we cannot estimate at 
less man 4,230 1. receivea oy tne otner officers, viz.: tne Cleric ot tne Rules the 
Filazer, the Clerk ot the Juries, Cleric of Errors, Clerk of Essoigns a, id Clerk „f 

^ Warrants; 
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Warrants ; who in reality execute the Prothonotary’s duties, but who, under the 
circumstances above alluded to, have become independent of his authority. 

The 



SCHEDULE of the Salaries, Fees, and Emoluments, of the Officers and Clerks 

on an Average of Three Years, 



N° 


OFFICERS NAMES. 


STILE OF OFFICE. 


“■V ■ 


Fees. 




- 


Hon. Thomas and Veseyl 
Knox - - -J 


Prothonotaries - 


£• s. d. 
7 10 — 


£. s. 
11,905 12 


d. 

3? 




2. 


George Hill - 


Deputy ditto - - - 


None 


2,381 2 


5f 




3- 


Richard Hill - 


Deputy ditto - 


250 


None 






4- 


John Carey - 


Clerk of Pleadings and Affidavit! 
Office - - - - -/ 


None 


5/8 7 


6 




5- 


William Thomas 


Clerk of Assignments of Judgments 


None 


22 n 


_ 




6. 


William Thomas and! 
Richard Hill - J ‘ 


f General Clerk in Prothonotary’s'\ 
L Office -j 


None 


2,161 16 


81 




7- 


Andrew and Joseph Reid 


- - - Ditto - - 


None 


1427 13 


4 




8. 


William Clancy 


, - - - Ditto ... 


None 


500 — 







9- 


Edward Mathews - 


- - - Ditto ... 


None 


328 16 


_ 




10. 


John Clancy - 


- - - Ditto 


None 


3,356 10 


61 




n. 


Thomas Howard 


- - - Ditto ... 


None 


1,219 12 


10 




12. 


John Pasley - 


- - - Ditto ... 


None 


442 4 


4 \ 




13- 


Edward Gill - 


Clerk of Judicial Rules 


None 


230 4 


2 




14. 


John Meagher 


Clerk in Record Room 


None 


137 3 


1 




15- 


Charles Mackin 


Clerk to Prothonotary 


150 


'50 — 


_ 




16. 


James Mackin 


- - - Ditto ... 


50 










Peter Jackson 


Clerk of the Rules and Entries - 


TJone 


2,301 14 


10 






Charles Mills ... 


Clerk to Mr. Jackson 


79 t2 6 










Hon. Daniel Toler - 


Filazer - - - 


None 


1,201 7 


j 






John Clancy - 


Deputy Filazer - 




348 14 


7 






Andrew and Joseph Reid 


Clerks of Juries ... 




369 13 


4 






Same Andrew and Joseph 


Clerks of Errors ... 


None 


28 13 


4 






Same Andrew and Joseph 


Clerks of Essoigns ... 


None 


— 4 


5 






Francis P. Hewitt - 


Clerk of Warrants - 


None 


None 







The demands from which the greater part of these profits are derived, are, in our 
view, illegal ; we shall not, however, here anticipate particulars which will hereafter 
necessarily be detailed in our Report on the Court of Common Pleas. 

We 
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The total amount, paid by the Suitors, is thus at least 29,599/. 15 s. 10 d. so far as court of 

we have been able to ascertain it. The manner in which it is distributed, may be common PLEA *- 
understood from the following Table. 

Offices in Courts of 
Justice in disposal 

— of The Crown. 



employed in performing the Duties of the Pkothonotaries of the Court of Common Pleas, 
ending 31st December 1814. 







Gross Amount I 




Net Income 1 






Gratuities. 


of 


. 


Disbursements. 


of 




OBSERVATIONS. 






Fees and Gratuities. | 




Officers and Clerks. | 






£. s. d. 


£. S. 


d. 


£. s. d. 


£. £ 


d. 






None 


11,905 12 


3f 


1,168 9 8f 


10,744 12 


7 






None 


2,381 2 


5| 


183 13 ii| 


2,197 8 


6 


/ Arising from /th of the total fees 
) payable to principal and deputy. 




None 


None 




None 


250 — 


— 


f In striking the average of his 
gratuities, a sum of 64/. 6s. stated 




234 8 2 


812 15 


8 


205 2 3 


607 13 


5 


] to have been received for agency 
\ business in three months that he 




6 15 5 


*9 <5 


5 


None 


29 6 


5 


acted as a principal clerk, is taken 
l into calculation. 




None 


2,l6l 16 


Si 


104 7 lif 


2,057 8 


9 






None 


1,427 13 


4 


121 19 2f 


1,305 14 


if 






None 


500 — 


— 


50 


450 — 


— 






None 


328 16 


— 


82 13 4 


246 2 


8 






None 


3.356 10 


6* 




2,916 10 


6f 


( His receipts are averaged for 
the years 1808, 1809, and 1810, 




None 


1,219 12 


10 


90 


1,129 12 


10 




None 


442 4 


4f 


f not stated in'! 
\_ his Schedule./ 






J he not having been in the office in 
\ the subsequent years, and the 
















person who acted in his absence 




None 


230 4 


2 


77 19 1 


J 5 2 5 


1 


/ being dead. 
















f The gratuities here stated arise 




366 i8 — 


504 1 


1 


52 


452 1 


1 


< from what are termed fees of 
l agency. 






50 — 


— 


None. 


200 — 


— 






“ 








50 — 


- 






None 


2,301 14 


10 


88 14 7f 


2,213 — 


2f 






- " ' 








79 12 


6 






None 


1,201 7 


1 


None 


1,201 7 


1 






None 


348 14 


7 


too __ 


248 14 


7 . 






None 


369 13 


4 


None 


369 13 


4 | 






None 


28 13 


4 


None 


28 13 


4 






None 


— 4 


5 


None 


— 4 


5 






None 


None 




None 


None 







We now proceed to submit to Your Majesty such alterations as appear necessary 
for placing the establishment of this office on the same footing with the similar 
offices of the Courts of King’s Bench and Exchequer. In suggesting the amount 
140. ' of 
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of payment to each officer, we have been guided, as much as possible, by what we 
conceive to be a fair analogy to those we have already recommended, in correspond- 
ing offices of the Court of Exchequer. 



Proposed Establishment for Common Pleas Office : 



Deputy Prothonotary; taking from him the duty of entering and furnishing 
Copies of Judicial Rules, and imposing on him the duties of the Clerk 
of Juries, Clerk of Errors and Essoigns, Clerk of Warrants, and a portion 
of the duties of the Fiiazer, with the general superintendence of every 
department _ 

And for an Assistant Clerk 

Clerk of Rules; committing to him, in addition to his present duties, the 
duty of entering Judicial, and all other Rules now entered by the Protho- 
notary, and furnishing Copies thereof when required . 

And for an Assistant Clerk - 

Clerk of Judgment and Record Room ; committing to him the custody 
and superintendence of Cognovits, Judgment Rolls, Judgment Books, 
the duty of having Judgments regularly inrolled and alphabetted; the 
custody oi Memorials of Assignments of Judgments, entering Assignments 
and Satisfactions on Records of Judgments , receiving Stamp Duties on 
the entering ot Judgments; making Searches, furnishing Copies and 
Certificates, and preparing Transcripts of Records of Judgments to be 
sent to the Court of Error when required, and Books for Judges where 
Record removed from inferior Courts ______ 

And for an Assistant Clerk ______ 

Fitezer and Clerk of Pleadings; committing to him the receipt and custody 
of all Pleadings and Affidavits, except Affidavits to ground Marked 
Writs, and all other documents filed in the office, not particularly con- 
signed to any other officer, and furnishing Copies when required ■ but 
taking from him the duty of issuing any Writs and entering appearances, 
and any other duty he now executes - - _ _ ._ ’ 

And for an Assistant Clerk - . _ _ _ _ ” 

Clerk of Appearances ; committing to him the duty of receiving and en- 
tering Appearances, and furnishing such Certificates as may be required 
from him - - _ _ _ _ ' ‘ 

Clerk of Writs ; committing to him the entering iri a book, to be kept for 
that purpose, of all Writs; the entering, signing, and issuing Writs of 
Capias ad Respondendum and subpoena ; the receiving and filing Affidavits 
to ground Marked Writs, and furnishing Copies thereof when required - 

One Clerk for conducting all the business of the Office, connected with 
suffering Recoveries 

Three Clerks for making out Judicial Writs, making up Records for Trial, 
mroUing Records, and generally for conducting the miscellaneous business 
ot the office, subject to the orders of the Prothonotary, who should be 
responsible for their acts _ _ 

Expenses of Coals, Candles, Stationary, Engraving, and thfe other Expenses 
of the Office, taken on an average of three years, ending 1814 

Expenses of Engrossing and Copying Clerks, taken on a like average 

Making in the whole, per annum - - - £. 



£. s. d. 
1,500 

100 

800 

too 



too 



500 - 
1,500 - 



This sum we consider a sufficient provision for the performance of all the duties 
for which the suitors are, at present, charged with a sum which we cannot estimate 
at less than 29,600/. 



It will be seen that this establishment is, in fact, larger than that which we have 
proposed for the corresponding office of Clerk of the Pleas in the Court of Exchequer 
The excess arises from the provision necessarily made here for duties not incident 
to that Court, and an increase in the estimate of office expenses consequent upon 



The fees which we shall recommend, in our detailed Report on the Court of 
Common Pleas, will, we have no doubt, produce a fund sufficient for this establish- 
ment, and leave a considerable residue available for the other purposes which we 
shall presently suggest ; the suitors will, at the same time we trust, be relieved 
from the payment of about 16,600/. out of 29,600/. per annum. 
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r/j 



XI. CHIROGRAPHER, CUSTOS BREVIUM, AND 
CLERK OF KING'S SILVER. 



The two former of these offices are included in one patent, under the Great court or 
^regpnted m ,803, during Your Majesty’s pleasure, jointly to David cojSpSLs 

Babington, Esquire, and Charles William Babington his son ; which latter person > 3 

has never either acted in the office, or shared in its profits. 

rrir . . , Offices in Courts of 

1 he patent gives a power of appointing a Deputy or Deputies, to whom former Justice in disposal 
Patentees appear to have altogether left the execution of the official duties. Under otT1 " Cr<,wn ' 
the existing system also, these duties are confided to a Deputy, though the Principal 
occasionaHy assists in their performance ; devoting to that purpose about two months 

in thp ^ f. ddltl ° n ? the a ? ln § De P ut y< one clerk is permanently employed 

m the office, and the attendance of these two persons we find to be daily throughout 
the year, and that they call in extra assistance, as a press of business may render it 
necessary. * 



The official profits arise exclusively from fees, which, during the period in which 
the former Patentees held the office, appear to have averaged to them about 
300/. a year, after deducting 70 1 , in each year for the Deputy as his salary, and 
alter a further deduction of a trilling amount, for the payment of a clerk. 



The present Patentee, shortly after his appointment, by increasing many of the 
old fees, and introducing new fees for services, which had theretofore been performed 
without charge to the suitor, so far augmented the profits of the office, as to raise 
his own average income to 781/. 4 s- lorf. and to provide a yearly salary of 
the°derk eaS ’ ™ 16U ° f 7 °'' the Deputy ’ besides adding to the emoluments of 



The official fees, thus increased without authority, we think require regulation 
and reduction to a more moderate standard ; while, on the other hand, we consider 
them at their old rates, as affording an inadequate payment for the services of an 
actually efficient officer, such as we contemplate for future establishment. Under 
his view we shall ,n our detailed Report to Your Majesty on this office, venture 
to recommend such rates of fees to be established in this department, as we cal- 
culate will produce at least 500/. per annum for the officer, exclusive of 100/. for a 
clerk s salary ; and a further sum sufficient to defray any payments that may be 
lequired for occasional extra assistance, on unusual pressure of business. We have 
recommended such a rate of remuneration, under the impression that it will not be 
deemed too high for the duties of an office important in itself, and requiring constant 
attendance. And in order to secure such attention in the officer, we beg to suggest 
thag for the future no Deputy shall be authorized to act, except under special Have 
ot tile Court, upon due and satisfactory representation of the unavoidable absence of 
the Principal. Any remuneration of the Deputy, being a mere matter of private 
arrangement between the Principal and him, ought, we think, to be defrayed by the 
former, without any additional expense to the suitors. J J 



140. 



COURT 
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COURT OF EXCHEQUER. 



XII. CLERK OF THE PLEAS OFFICE. 



IN 0Ur Second Re P ort > we submitted to Your Majesty, that the comprehensive 
i Q , and important duties of the Clerk of the Pleas were, in reality, performed by two 
deputies, thirteen principal clerks, eleven other permanent clerks employed under 
Offices in Courts of them, and a number of copying clerks employed as occasion might require. At the 
J “ s ^l ce n disposal period of our inquiry, the number of the latter was 21, making in all 47 persons, 
of The Crown. With respect to the Principal, the office is a perfect sinecure. 

This office, in the possession of Lord Clonmell, to whom it was granted in the 
year 1783, is stated to have produced between six and seven thousand pounds per 
annum. But shortly after the appointment of Lord Buckinghamshire, who suc- 
ceeded him in the year 1798, it appears to have experienced a great and rapid 
increase in its emoluments ; for in the year 1 803, when, under the provisions of an 
Act then passed, it became necessary to examine into their average amount for the 
three years preceding, the Commissioners appointed for that purpose struck that 
average at the sum of 11,094/. 19s. 11 \d. Out of this sum, according to the 
usage of the office, the Principal paid 596/. 5 s. in salaries to his Deputies and 
Clerks; as also a further allowance to the clerks for the performance of certain 
official duties, amounting, on an average of three years, to 1,312/. gs. 6 %d. per 
annum ; and defrayed an expense for coals, candles, stationary, and other official 
disbursements, amounting to the sum of 936/. 145. g$d.; thus leaving his net 
income 8,249/. 105. ’i\d. 



The various persons in the employment of the Principal were not, however, 
confined to the allowances which they received from him ; but derived lar«e 
emoluments from separate charges, which they made against the suitors. The net 
annual receipts of the several persons who participated in the profits of this office, 
for the three years ending 1814, may be stated as follow s : 



To the Principal - 

To the first Deputy (according to the best estimate which we can 

make) not less than 

To the second Deputy . . ....... 

To the Clerks - 

Making a charge of £. 



£. s. d. 
8,249 10 7f 

7.000 

3,047 12 3 

9.000 



27,297 2 io± 



for the performance of the duties of the Clerk of the Pleas, to which must be added 
the sum of 936/. 14 s. gid. for the official disbursements above-mentioned. 

We have already submitted to Your Majesty, that the greater part of these charges 
are illegal; and we have specified, in full detail, the various fees, 65 in number 
which we think may legally be received, and on the payment of which respectively’ 
according to the nature of the business, we think the suitors are entitled to have the 
necessary services performed, without any extra charges for Deputies or Clerks or 
for any other colour of demand. 



We calculated the probable produce of these Fees, recommended for establish- 
ment, at 12,000/. per annum; and we suggested the following, as a reasonable 
establishment for the office in future, to be defrayed solely from that fund. 



For the Deputy 

For the Clerk of the Rules II 

Additional allowance to him for an assistant clerk - 
For the Clerk of the Judgments, to whom we proposed to commit the] 
custody and superintendence of the Judgment Rolls, and the duties 
of seeing the Judgments regularly alphabetted, furnishing copies and 
certificates, and making searches when required, as well as all the 
duties at present attached to the office of Clerk of the Satisfactions 1 
and Plaintiff’s judgment book ...... 



Per Annum. 
£. i. d. 

1,500 

800 

100 



Additional 
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Additional allowance to him for an assistant clerk .... 

For the Filazer and Clerk of the Pleadings ; committing to him in ad- i 
dition to his present duties, the custody of affidavits, and furnishing | 
attested copies of them when required, and. the custody of all do- [ 
cuments filed in the office - -- -- -- .1 

Additional allowance to him for an assistant clerk 
For the Clerk of Appearances and Attachments 
To the Clerk of the Writs 



S7& 



For three clerks to be employed in the general business of the office,'! ^ 
and who, we propose, should be particularly charged with the making l 
out judicial and all other writs, each £.500 per annum - - *! j 

For the subordinate and writing clerks, we did not feel it necessary to'! i 
make any further provision, than such as they may derive out of an 1 
allowance by the sheet for copies and other writings, to be prepared 
in the office, to be paid out of the general fund. The extent of this V| 
further charge will, no doubt, be considerable, and may, as we (\ 
conceive, be estimated at 1,000/. per annum, allowing at the rate of 
2 a. per sheet for 1 20,000 office sheets - - - . . I 

The expense of stationary, coals, candles, and other miscellaneous - ] 
disbursements, estimating them on a reference to the stated expenses l 
of three years, may, we think, be computed at - - : . J 

Making, together with the salaries, in the whole, the sum of - £. 

which,, we conceive, fully sufficient to remunerate all persons necessarily engaged in 
administering the duties of the Pleas Office ; and to defray all expenses neSi v 
incident thereto. It will be recollected, that under the existing system the actual 
charge exceeds 27,0001. per annum. s system, tne actual 

to F” 1 ? *. e Proposed arrangement, the estimated produce of the Fees recommended 

of all e offi b - h l he n ’ W0 “ “ if'' 6 ,! 1 '- T ™ 1 S " rplus of about 3-700 1 . after the payment 
of all official charges. Should tt be eventually determined that this office is m the 
pahonage of the Crown, we recommend that this surplus shall remain applicable 
to the purposes of the general Fee Fund; the establishment of which we shall 
submit for Your Majesty s consideration in the sequel of this Report. 



Offices in Courts of 
Justice in disposal 
of The Ci own. 



XIII. THE CHIEF REMEMBRANCER. 

..JuT the , surr ™ der of a former grant, made in the year 1 704 to tire Marnm. 
Wellesley, then Earl of Mormngton, this office was granted to his Lordship and 
Ins brother, the Right honourable William Wellesley Pole, for the life of the 
former, by letters patent, bearing date the 30th day of August 1797; and by further 
letters patent, dated 20th November ,808, Your Majesiy was pleased to gram the 
office in reversion, to Richard Wellesley, Esquire, for his life. g t the 

*rhe duties of the Chief Remembrancer are described bv the Dcnntu u 
his Lordship has referred for their enumeration, 

,/'® B ?' S, e f gS r de P artment of the Court of Exchequer, and to give 

copies thereof when required ; to issue process thereupon ; to receive and enter 
appearances: to attend the Court, and takedown, and enter its Tveral Rote 
Orders and Deajes, deliver and attest copies, thereof when required to set le 

asarereferred by the Court; and for that purpose! to receiv eTnd fiteSl cZrge's 
and discharges relating to such accounts, audio examine witnesses touching^ T 
^me when necessary; to tax the costs of all proceedings in thTEquity s ii 0 f 
the Court, as well between the parties as between the attornies and theif clients 
as also all such costs of miscellaneous business as are submitted to him for that 
purpose ; to set and sell lands as directed by the orders and decrees <rf*e Court 
and execute leases and deeds of conveyance of the lands so set or so d to toe 
tenants and purchasers thereof ; to issue all process necessary from the com 
met, cement to the term, nation of any suit, for the purposed enfordng ohZ 
dtence to the orders and decrees of the Court ; to audit and settle the acLunt 
ot all receivers and sequestrators appointed by the Court- to defend the rivhh! 
of minors committed to his guardianship; to strike juries to try issues! w!e„ 

“ directed 
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court of “ directed by the Court ; to strike Commissioners names in all cases, where the 
exchequer. “ parties cannot agree in the appointment of fit and proper persons, and in general, 
V ' “ to superintend the arrangement and preservation of all records and proceedings of 

Offices in Courts of “ t * ie Court ; to inrol the several grants in Custodiam, and the orders for such ; 
Justice in disposal “ and to make out and issue injunctions for putting the custodees into possession 
of The Crown. “ of the lands so granted ; to file and preserve the several recognizances entered 
“ into in causes depending in the Equity and Revenue departments of the Court; 
“ also the recognizances of the several Sheriffs and Treasurers of the different 
“ counties in Ireland ; also all such bonds, conditioned for the due discharge of the 
“ duties of the several officers of Customs, Excise, Stamps, Post Office, and other 
“ public departments, as are brought to the office ; to make out and issue all process 
“ and proceedings necessary on such bonds, when, upon default, proceedings are 
“ directed to be taken, and to receive and file all pleadings in such cases ; and to 
“ make up judgment, and issue execution, when such judgment shall be obtained; 
“ to attend and administer the oaths of office to the Commissioners and other 
“ officers, connected with the collection of the revenue, also the Lord Mayor of the 
“ City of Dublin, and the Sheriffs of the several Counties in Ireland," and the 
“ several persons admitted as attornies of the said Court ; also to attend and swear 
“ the several Sheriffs, to account truly for the issues and profits of their several 
“ bailiwicks ; also to receive enter and lay before the Commissioners for reduce- 
“ ment of Fines and Recognizances, the petitions of the persons who may apply 
“ for such reducements, and to issue such orders as the Commissioners may make 
“ thereupon ; to inrol all grants, leases, and exchanges of glebe lands, also all 
“ conveyances to the Commissioners for Barracks, and the respective Officers of 
“ Ordnance ; to receive and file all such inquisitions and proceedings relative to 
“ such grants, exchanges and conveyances, as are brought to the office ; and to 
“ give out and attest copies of all such pleadings, records and proceedings, as 
“ remain in said office, when required.” 

These numerous and important duties are, and have been for many years, 
executed by a deputy, and seven other officers or principal clerks ; acting (with one 
exception) under written appointments from the Chief Remembrancer, and holding, 
during his will and pleasure, together with their sub-clerks, and the occasional 
assistance of writing clerks. For the remuneration of the persons so employed, 
various fees have been taken, in addition to those received for the Principal ; to 
whom the office has been a perfect sinecure. 

From the Returns which have been made to us, the fees and emoluments received 
for the Principal’s use, on an average of three years, ending the 31st December 1814, 
appear to have amounted to 4,624/. 19$. 3 d. per annum, exclusive of a salary of 
30/. yearly issued from the Treasury. The disbursements, including salaries of 
100 /. each to the person officiating as Register, and to a clerk employed as 
assistant to the Deputy Remembrancer ; and of 30/. allowed for a clerk in the 
Register’s office, with other incidental expenses, appear from the same documents, to 
have averaged 859/. 2 5 . 6 d. yearly, leaving a net annual profit of 3,795 /. 1 6 s. 9 d. 
for the Principal. 

The fees and gratuities paid to the Deputy, and other officers or principal clerks* 
as nearly as we can now ascertain their annual average amount, within the same 



period, may be stated thus : — 

To the Deputy - - - - - 3,740 

To other Officers or principal Clerks - - 3,618 18 if 

Making, together, an average Yearly Produce of - £. 7,358 18 if 



And constituting, with the Principal’s emoluments, a total annual charge of 
12,013/. 175. 4f d. to the Public, for the performance of the duties of the Chief 
Remembrancer. The Deputy’s receipts are charged with an annuity of 500/. 
a year, to a nominee of the Principal ; and he contributes 50 /. per annum to the 
salary of his assistant. 

It will not be expected of us here, to enter into the consideration of the legality 
of the fees received, or of the official practice in their application. These are 
extensive subjects, of much importance to the suitor, upon which we must hereafter 
necessarily submit the results of our examination in detail to Your Majesty. Our 
present statement will be limited to a general view of the apparent income of the 

office. 
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office, as it is now constituted; a brief sketch of the distribution of its duties - and 
an estimate of the establishment, which may probably suffice for their future execu- 
tion. 1 hese heads of informalion we shall lay before Your Majesty, with as much 
accuracy as we have been able to arrive at. 

The subjoined Table exhibits, according to the data submitted to us, the emolu- 
ments received in behalf of the Principal, the Deputy, and the other officers or 
principal clerks employed in conducting the business of the Chief Remembrancer’s 
Office ; the amount ot the disbursements to which each have been liable and the 
DeSerT8H° f ^ reSPeCtiVe perS °" S - ° n “ avera S e ° f three years, ending 



COURT OK 
EXCHEQUER. 



Offices in Courts of 
Justice in disposal 
of The Crown. 



! Net Income 
of Officers and 
Clerks. 



Marquis Wellesley 
Frederick Thompsoi 



Chief Remembrancer 
Deputy Chief Remembrancer - 
/"Examiner to Deputy Chief Re-' 
J membrancer - 
) Clerk in Register’s Office : and 
L Clerk ot Causes - 
f Clerk to Chief Remembrancer,' 
I paid partly by Principal and 
L partly by Deputy - .J 



William R. Steele 



Gerald Tench 



Clerk in Second 
Filazer - 
Deputy Filazer 



-from the partial examination which, as yet, it has been 
the very complicated details of this office, and the inconch 
or the deputy, and the several inferior officers and clerks we 
with any certainty of the actual receipts in the office ; but 
satisfy us, that they cannot be taken at less than the amou 
ceding fable. 

We proceed now to show the manner in which the sei 
merated, as belonging to the Chief Remembrancer’s Office 
state the remuneration, which we conceive it may herea 
establish, for the persons in future executing these duties. 



ivii inompson, who officiates m this capacity, like the other annmnt OM 
ave already observed, holds his situation only derma the pleasure rfffiePri„ f T 
he duties which he himself performs, as stated in his^Retum made torn are “To 

o s,g„ every writ and order issued out of and madefy the Co„ 
sales of premises directed by said Court, to be sold for payment of 

0t ', er P UI T uses 1 '° su ch lands and premises as sak/court si 
execute the proper deeds and leases 
sales and settings into effect, and to certify 
all matters directed by the said Court for tin 
mg before them; to settle the 
appointed by said Court ; t„ .l. r 
committed to his guardianship ; in € 
the jury to try the same; and in commissions w UUJV OU[ 01 
taking of answers, or the examination of witnesses, where the parti 
the nomination of such Commissioners, to strike a,,d Certain “he 



1 necessary for the purpose of carrying such 
certify the proceedings thereon ; to report on 
t -or their satisfaction, on any subject depend- 
accounts of the Receivers and Sequestrators 
to defend the rights of such minors as are by said Court 
ever y fwe directed by said Court, to strike 

3 issuing put of said Court, for the 

he parties disagree in 

. "•*** the names of the 

* “ Commissioners, 
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cotrRT or “ Commissioners for that purpose ; and to approve and appoint proper parsons as 
exchequer. “ receivers in such causes as the Court shall direct.” 

In addition to these duties, we find that Mr. Thompson controls the accounts of 
Offices in Courts of the fees received in the office for the Principal ; which he is enabled effectually to 
Josnee n.ffisposal check, from the circumstance of the signature of the Chief Remembrancer or his 
o e rown. deputy being necessary to give authenticity to every document issuing from the 
office. 

The duties thus personally executed by the deputy, if the taxation of costs should 
be assigned to a new jurisdiction, and the sinecure should be abolished, must devolve 
upon the Chief Remembrancer. Under our present impression of the extent and 
importance of these duties, and of the labour and responsibility which they necessa- 
rily induce, we submit, that an allowance of 2,000 1 . a year may not be found too 
liberal a compensation for their performance. 



CLERK AND EXAMINER TO THE CHIEF REMEMBRANCER. 

The duties of this situation, as stated in the Return of Mr. William R. Steele, 
who was appointed to it by the patentee, “ by deed of deputation,” in January 1810, 
are, “ to examine and cross-examine all witnesses examined in Dublin, in aid of 
“ accounts, and to make and give out attested copies of all depositions so taken, 
“ as well as of these taken by commission in the country for the same purpose; to 
“ make and give out attested copies of all charges and discharges, personal interro- 
“ gatories and answers thereto, objections, exceptions, reports, Receiver’s accounts, 
“ or other documents filed in the office of the Deputy Chief Remembrancer ; to 
“ draw all certificates, reports of sales, of lettings, and of the appointment of 
** Receivers ; to arrange and keep in order the difterent records, rolls, books, and 
“ other documents above specified in said office, as well as those in the Register’s 
“ Office ; and to. search for and attend with same when required ; to assist in mak- 
“ ing out the orders which issue from the Register’s Office, and in general to assist 
“ in transacting the business thereof ; to receive and enter all causes set down for 
“ hearing in the Court, and to prepare and make out lists thereof for the Judges, 
“ Register, and Crier, for each day of hearing.” 

Mr. Steele’s remuneration arises from fees and gratuities, the exact amount of 
which we have not hitherto been able to ascertain ; Mr. Steele describes the gra- 
tuities as very inconsiderable. He states, that “ from the best opinion he can form,” 
having kept no account of his yearly receipts, they have yielded, on an average of 
three years, an annual emolument varying from 450 1. to 500 1. ; an amount which 
would probably not be considered disproportionate to the duties of a sole clerk and 
examiner to the Chief Remembrancer. At present a second assistant is employed 
in this department, Mr. Gerald Tench, who acts without any written appointment, 
and receives for his services the before-mentioned salary of 150/. In proposing 
the establishment of the Clerk and Examiner’s salary at 500/. we proceed upon the 
opinion, that, when relieved from the business of taxation, the Chief Remembrancer 
will, without inconvenience, be enabled to dispense with a second assistant in this 
department. 



REGISTER. . 

Mr. Francis Harrison Biddulph was appointed to this situation in the year 
1805. His duties are stated to be, “ to attend the sitting of the Court of Exche- 
“ quer ; to take down notes of the decrees, rules and orders, in Equity causes 
“ pronounced by the said Court, which he does in a rough book kept by him for 
“ that purpose ; to see that such rules, orders and decrees, as are made and pro- 
“ nounced, are properly posted from such rough book, in the rule books and books 
“ of hearings, which books are kept as records of the office ; (these rules and decrees 
“ he compares ;) to receive and file notices, and list of Equity motions ; to peruse 
“ and examine all drafts of decrees, to see that they contain the proper recitals ; to 
“ amend such drafts, conformable to the notes of hearings, and to the decrees 
“ pronounced by the Court previous to such decrees being signed and settled by 
“ the Chief Remembrancer ; and to inrol all final decrees.” 



His emoluments arise from fees, and a salary of 100/. paid by the Chief Remem- 
brancer. Of the amount of the fees, Mr. Biddulph has not enabled us to speak 

with 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



f/9 

SALARIES and EMOLUMENTS, IN COURTS OF JUSTICE. 23 

with any certainty ; he states, that he has kept no regular account of them ; but he court op 
estimates, rather vaguely, the amount of his net annual emoluments, at from 900 /. exchequer. 

to i,ooo/. per annum, after deducting from his receipts 160/. a year for dis- v ' 

bursements. 

_ Offices in Courts of 

Mr. Biddulph appears, from his return, to execute a great part of the duties in Justice in disposal 
person ; and, for this purpose, to give his attendance constantly during the sitting of « fTheCr »™- 
the Court. He is assisted by a clerk of his own nomination, to whom he allows a 
salary, the amount of which is differently stated by him and by the clerk ; the former 
representing it to be 100/. and the latter only 60/. per annum. This clerk further 
states, that he has derived only 205. a year from fees and gratuities. There is 
however, besides, a person appointed by the Chief Remembrancer, stiled the Re- 
nter s clerk, but over whom the Register says he has no control; who describes 
himself “ as occupied generally in conducting the whole official duties of the Regis- 
ter s department,” but whose occupation, we apprehend, does not extend beyond 
the business transacted in the office. The emoluments of this clerk, resulting 
8 * S ratu 't' es > and a salary of 30/. per annum, as returned to us, average 
bbb/. 5 s. per annum, subject to disbursements of 146/. 55. a year. How far 
this state of the Register’s Office may call for reformation, we are not at this time 
prepared to say. It would appear to yield at present, to the officiating persons, a 
gross receipt of 1,776/. 5$. per annum. Guided rather by analogy with the cor- 
responding office in the Court of Chancery, than by any conclusive view which we 
can at present take of the duties of this office, we should suppose that a salary of 
boo/, tor the Register, and 400/. for the Register’s clerk, would be an ample 
provision. r 



THE CLERK IN SECONDARY’S OFFICE. 

Mr. James Cathrew, who holds this situation at present, was appointed by deed 
dated 1 ith March 1 807. He states that his duties are, “ making out and entering 
<t “? e several writs necessarily issuing, as the process of the Court; inrolling custo- 
« J'ams and the orders for them; swearing the Sheriffs of the several counties in 
t( lreland lnt0 of V ce ; also swearing the several Sheriffs of cities and counties to 
„ account; making out the constat of charge against the said several Sheriffs; 

swearing into office the several Commissioners, and other officers, connected with 
u r ecei Pt ^ His Majesty’s revenues ; and also the several Officers and Attornies 
ol the said Court ; filing and entering the several pleadings wherein His Majesty 
is concerned as plaintiff; entering and making out the several rules and orders in 
all causes relating to the recovery of debts due to His Majesty, and also in causes 
of complaint against the Attornies of this Court; filing and entering the several 
bonds passed to His Majesty as security, from persons in his service ; and also 
the several recognizances entered into in causes depending in the said Court, and 
by the several treasurers of counties, and other officers; making searches for 
such recognizances and bonds, when required ; filing the precepts and inquisitions 
relating to the exchange of glebe lands, and also deeds relating to such exchanges, 
or to the grant of glebes, and deeds conveying grounds for His Majesty's 
service; inrolling the indentures of apprentices; also commissions for taking 
affidavits m the country ; and the general care, arrangement, and superintendence 
of all papers and records, connected with this office.” 

His remuneration for the performance of these duties, which requires constant 
attendance, arises from a variety of fees. Of their produce he speaks with consider- 
able doubt ; never, as he says, having kept any account of them. His conjecture is, 
that they may have averaged , during the three years ending December 1814, from 
050/. to 700/. liable to deduction, on account of disbursements, which he states at 
about 189 /. 1 '2 s. 6 d. Calculating on the highest of these sums, his emoluments 
may be taken at something more than 500/. a year. 

The duties of this department extend to the Revenue, as well as to the Equity 
side of the Court ; and being, in each, important and laborious, we think a salary 
ot boo/, with an allowance of 100/. for a clerk, would not be too large a stipend 
tor the performance of them. 



140. 



FILAZER. 
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COURT 0? 

EXCHEQUER. FILAZER. 

Mr. Samuel Page, the present Filazer, was appointed in the year l 804. Mr. Richard 
Ju ffi< ice in diTo* ^ ames > w * 10 had been previously appointed deputy Filazer by the Chief Remembrancer, 
of The Crown. 083 continued to execute all the duties, accounting to Mr. Page, for the emoluments 
arising from certain fees, the amountof which is stated to have averaged, for three years 
ending in December 1814, about 215/, per annum, liable to a disbursement, yearly, 
of ‘i’ll. The appointment, therefore, conferred upon Mr. Page is a mere sinecure. 
The duties performed by the Deputy are represented to be : “ To receive all pleadings 
“ and appearances which come to the office ; to see that the said pleadings are 
“ entered in rough books kept for that purpose, and that they are afterwards trans- 
“ ferred to the regular books of record ; to see that the original pleadings, when 
“ entered, are placed in the presses which are called files, according to their dates, 
“ with the entry of the day received at foot thereof ; to have the pleadings copied 
“ and signed by the officer, to have them taken off the files to be read or copied, 
“ and to see they are replaced according to their dates ; to have any of those 
“ pleadings or books brought into Court when required ; to prepare all certificates 
“ of the proceedings, and of the length of the pleadings in said office ; to enter the 
“ amendment of all bills, answers and appearances under the order of the Court ; 
“ to withdraw all replications, and vacate appearances under the like order, and to 
“ see that same are entered on foot of the pleadings, and in the books of record ; 
“ to certify the bills filed on back of all subpoenas to be issued, and to see that 
“ such bills are filed before the subpoena is certified ; to mark and count the number 
“ of pleadings which are received in the office.” 



The remuneration of the Deputy arises from fees, which he states to have 
amounted, as well as he can estimate (not having kept an account) on an average 
of the same three years, to 408/. 18s. 3d. He also states, that gratuities are paid 
in the office on the making out of copies, the amount of which (liable to the same 
uncertainty) he calculates at about 150/; yearly. These gratuities he has permitted 
his clerk to receive in lieu of salary. We do not, at present, think that the payment 
of the acting officer would be over-rated at 400/. a year, with an allowance of 100/. 
a year for a clerk. 

. The annual expense of the establishment, which we have thus cursorily suggested 
for the future execution of the duties of the Chief Remembrancer’s department, 
wo.uld be 5,500/. distributed as follows : 



To the Chief Remembrancer ------£. 2,000 

Chief Remembrancer’s Clerk and Examiner ... 500 

Register --------- - 600 

Register’s Clerk - -- -- -- - 400 

Clerk in Secondary’s office ------ 600 

His Assistant -------- - 100 

Filazer - -- -- -- -- - 400 

Clerk in Filazer’s office - -- -- -- 100 



The incidental expenses and disbursements may be estimated at 800 



Forming a Total of 



- I £.5,5°o 



If we deduct this amount from the total charge, as shown in the preceding Table, 
viz. 12,013/. 17 s. 4k d. it will appear that a diminution of 6,513/. 17 s 4k d. may 
be effected in the expense ; and it is probable that an investigation of the fees, from 
which this official income has hitherto been derived, may suggest such alterations as 
• will render a great proportion of this diminution a saving to the suitor. 



XIV. SECOND OR TREASURER REMEMBRANCER. 

Lord Donoughmore, the present patentee, holds this office during Your Majesty’s 
pleasure, under a reversionary grant, by letters patent, dated 9th June 1764. It 
has further been granted in reversion to Hugh and Mervyn Stewart, Esquires, sons 
of the Right Hon. Sir John Stewart, Baronet, for their joint lives, and the life of 
the survivor. The duties are thus described : “ To attend the Court of Exchequer 
“ during the Term, and the sittings after, and at the Judges chambers in the vaea- 
“ tions (if required) for the dispatch of the business of the Crown, and the subject ; 
" to take and enter the minutes of all orders ; to make Reports, and tax costs ; 
“ to sign all orders, writs and process issued from this office ; to receive and enter 

" the 
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the certificates of the swearing into office of the mayors, sheriffs and bailiffs of court or 
the several cities and towns corporate in Ireland ; to enter up and transmit to the exchequer. 

Clerk of the Pipe the several fines against Sheriffs, for not accounting not perfect- '' ^ ’ 

mg their accounts, and for not paying their tots; as also against the Clerks of Offices i„ Courts or 

the Crown and Peace, for not returning their estreats, and all other defaulting Justice in disposal 

officers having to make such like returns ; to hold Cants for the setting of lands of The Crewn - 

granted in custodiam ; and to examine and certify as to the qualifications of 

persons applying to be admitted Attornies of this Court ; to receive in Court the 

estreats from the Court of Common Pleas, and all other estreats required by law 

to be returned into said office ; to inspect the records of the office, and see that 

they are properly made up, and kept in order ; and also to collect the stamp duty 

on the rules, pay the amount into the Stamp Office, and have the rule-book 

stamped in due time ; to take down and enter all orders pronounced on this side 

the Court; to make out all writs issued from said office, and to transcribe the 

nils from the Pipe, and issue the same in process ; to attend the apposal of 

the several Sheriffs on passing their accounts ; to file and preserve in regular 

order, all affidavits and other documents brought into said office, and make copies 

thereof if required; to inrol deeds, make up and inrol judgments, and all other 

documents required to be inrolled in said office ; to draw and enter the constats 

of Sheriffs, and enter the transcripts of their accounts ; and generally to preserve 

and keep regular, and in order, the several books, files, rolls and records belonging 

to said office.” b h 



In the execution of these duties, the Patentee has never officiated. His Lord- 
stap s emoluments have accrued from sundry fees, charged on the performance of 
official duties; a salary of 7 1. 15s. 6 d. and an allowance of 45/. 6 s. ad. for passim- 
hhenffs accounts, paid annually at the Treasury, with 61 . 5 s. allowed by the 
Chief Remembrancer for parchment; and appear to have amounted altogether to 
083/. 12a. r, d. per annum, on an average of the three years. endina 31st De- 
cember 1814. The deduction of 67/. 3s. gd. which is stated to be “the average 
disbursement, leaves his Lordship’s net income 816/. 8s. 8 d 



The execution of the whole of the duties is delegated by deputation, to Joshua 
Is unn, Daniel Beere, and Edward Augustus Waller, Esquires; under the stile of 
Deputies or Secondaries; a distinction which has not yet been sufficiently explained 
to us. Of these, the two former are the principal acting officers. 



These persons are remunerated by various fees ; many of them concurrent with 
lees for the Principal; but others taken exclusively, as in their own right. The dis- 
tribution of these fees appears to be subject to various subdivisions. Mr. Nunn’s 
emoluments, in the two capacities of deputy and secondary, jointly with the late 
Mr. R^hard Waller, are represented to have amounted to an' annual average sum 
of 0S5 4 15 *• 9 d - the three years ending in 1 8 1 4. The disbursements defrayed 
out of these receipts, appear to have been 240/. 5 s. n</. and to have comprized 
payments to a clerk; and also to one of the other secondaries, for a part of the 
duties of the deputy, performed by him. 



I: Ml '- Beere > tlle other officiating Secondary, describes his duties as follows : “ To 
„ “ake out the several orders pronounced by the Court of Exchequer, on the Revenue 
„ slde > “ nd t0 sf ;f th ? 1 t. he y are duly entered in the books allotted to that purpose; 

t0 ™“ e out a “ ' vnts issued from said office; to transcribe the nils from the Pipe 
„ and ls 5 “ e same in process, to the different Sheriffs; to attend the apposal of 
.. e n er L J. 011 P assm g his accounts in Court ; to file and preserve in regular order 
„ ?!* affidavits, and other documents necessary to be filed, and make copies thereof, 
„ “ required ; to draw all certificates, inrol deeds, mark, make up and inrol judgments’ 
J( and mro1 all other documents requiring to be inrolled in said office ; to draw and 
enter the constats of Sheriffs, and to enter the transcripts of Sheriffs accounts ■ 
“ and generally, to preserve and keep in regular order, the several books, files, rolls 
“ and records belonging to said office.” 



In this enumeration are included many of the duties which Mr. Nunn describes 
to be those of the Deputy Treasurer Remembrancer; but to whomsoever they may 
properly belong, we find that for the performance of them, Mr. Beere has taken 
distinct fees as Secondary. He states, that he cannot positively ascertain the amount 
ot the emoluments so derived, but that upon “ a close estimate,” they have averaged 
in the three years before-mentioned, 189/. 16s. jrf., subject to a deduction of 40J. 

14 °- <* " veal'll. 
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Si prising ^salarvrf l{ 'T**-'* **■ ***** *"*** « U “ l « d <*>, «">- 

•* ?, 4A V' 6<i - a " d ce,1aln emitted tees which have averaged 

127/. 185.501. Mr. Beere s net emolument will appear to have been 211/ 17 .. fj 
Offices in Courts of per annum. 11 6 *’ 1 7Al 40 - 

Justice in disposal w u 

Ot The Crown. • a, >stam from any consideration of the legality of the fees ; and with respect 

th»fri,e S ftf 11 ! ° f the buslness of ‘he office, we have only to obswve 
that the several duties, however they may he at present distinguished as those of 
Deputies 01 Secondaries, are comprised within the patent as the duties of the Treasurer 
Remembrancer, fl e are at present of opinion, that the execution of the whole of 
them may hereafter be confided to one officer, with an efficient clerk properly 
qualified; and that for the remuneration of the former, a salary of 5001 1 per ammnf 
and for the latter, an annual allowance of 100 1 . may be found an adequate provision’ 
a r bt~C" rSememS ° f th60ffi “ “«PS require a UeTZtf 

XV. SERJEANT AT ARMS. 

This office is held by John M‘ Clintock, and William Foster M' Clintock 
ter er Letter ;\ Patent, dated the 12th September 1797, during Yom 
j x | ty ail ensure, and has been executed entirely by deputies ■ Mr James Pratt 
and Mr. Robert Simpson, the present Deputies, w L aVoS in fhe year . gff 

hi l*t the of Serjeant at Arms, to make arrests upon all writs directed to 

Ztoi&SZ? ° Uhe COm ° f ExChe<1Uer ’ a " d b "£ “n.e1 

required actually to perform this service ; but the much more frequent practice is 
for the party delivering the process, to receive from the Serjeant at Armfu return 
?essfonffo™X “ “ gr ° Und f °n further P ro =“dings. lie also attends on pro- 
~e Xd C dpr g - PeaCe ’ a ° n SOme ° ther 0ccasi0ns - " here Officer? of 

Courts the 4 f d G t°' chap ' 33 ’ “initiating the process of the three 

office! ° f . < ? om ? 10 ' 1 hy its operation very materially reduced the fees of this 
officer, arising from the business of the Pleas side of the Court; and in contem- 

Under this ran • r ? duCt, °”’ P r ° Tlded ‘hat adequate compensation should be made, 
himeru f !,, P o • ’ ““ d . a fu rt b « Act of tlre 48th Geo. III. cap. 108, the emo- 

sum™f fw/aTTrf a ‘ A T!’ den i'- ed fr T the fees in 1 uestion - “rack at the 
fi n c ■’ 557 ' ?' . d ' ’ and 11 was directed that, in order to make up that amount 

TreJury.™^ ° f 4056 “ Sh ° uW ^ made S °° d 7 an annual ? ssue from the 

We have reason to suppose, that those fees have altogether ceased to be a source 
of emolument, and that the whole amount of the sum above mentioned has become 
a charge upon the Public. The fees actually received, are taken for the performance 
of duties arising on the Equity and Revenue sides of the Court of Exchequer ■ and 
are stated to have amounted to nearly 200/. per annum, upon an averaire of three 
yean ending m 1814, subject to disbursements amounting, on the same average to 
“ b T ’ 4/ - J ear ‘y- Th a Principals retain the whole of ulcompen^ 3 ^ 
to the Deputies one half of the profits from the fees, for the execution of their duties. 

In speaking of the office of Serjeant at Arms of the Court of Chancery, in the 
ffiat X P ° f ‘ n R T ,t ’ 7 h ? Te subm >tted.to Your Majesty, that the nature of 
The S' r ™ X f mode , of remuneration by fees, preferable to a fixed salary, 

w? should ° ff T ed i - ^ eqUaUy t0 ,he office no "’ under consideration; and 

fe!s h I d h b | P d ' spo , sed *° recommend the establishment of corresponding 

fees . It it should be deemed proper to substitute a salary, we are at present of 

SXs UmiT 7 . be h| calcu ! ated at , 200 ‘- Per annum, exclusive of travelling 

the^Cour't !f F X S -‘ ° 5 Serve ’ ? at . ,lle business of the Ser J eant at Anns in 
the Louit of Exchequer is much more limited than in the Court of Chancery. 

XVI. USHER. 

Sir Charles Vernon, and Mr. Charles Fleetwood, were jointly appointed to this 
office, during pleasure, by Letters Patent in the year 1 803. Sir Charles Vernon 
having never in any manner interfered, the duties have been executed altogether by 

Mr. 
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Mr. HreUrood. They appear to be of the most simple nature, and to be nearly court of 
confined to the administration of oaths to various persons, during the sittings of the exchequer. 
Court, in Term, and at Nisi Prius, and also while the Barons remain in chamber V ' 

of ’the Court e “ Pl ° yert “ thiS dUty ’ merely ministeriall 5'> t0 P rerent the interruption 0#ke , Courts „ f 

- Justice in disposal 

The fees taken in the office seem to be more numerous than might be expected ofTheCrown - 
from the limited nature of the duties, and appear latterly to have yielded a con- 
siderable income, having amounted, on an average of three years ending December 
1014, to 907/. There is an annual allowance of 10 /. for stationary 

11 L 12*. bd. for passing Sheriffs accounts, and a salary of 2l. 10*. paid at the 
treasury to this officer. The sum of 300 /. per annum has been paid to Sir Charles 
Vernon out of the receipts ; and the residue has been retained by Mr. Fleetwood 
according to an agreement between them. We conceive that a salary of 200 1 . 
a year, would be a sufficient allowance for the execution of the duties of this office, if 
hereafter placed upon a new establishment. 



XVII. CLERK OF THE PIPE AND INGROSSER OF 
THE GREAT ROLL, 

« T HI c ,°®. ce * s sta * ed to have the following duties annexed to it ; viz. “ To appose 
\ ( th ® Sheriffs of the several counties, and counties of cities, and counties of towns, 
u w . n 1 .y compare process, and account in the Court of Exchequer, pursuant to 
<c n° tlce given to that effect, which process is afterwards lodged in the office of the 
« ^ 0mp i r0 i ler ° f the Pi P e » from whence it issues ; it contains the fines against 
„ . entts tor not accounting, for not paying their tots, not returning writs of as- 
(( distance, a,K ‘ i° r not perfecting their accounts, and also the custodiam rents ; the 
fe dnes are estreated from the Lord Treasurer’s Remembrancer’s office, and also 
« ? nCS °? Attorn ies for not answering bills returned from the Chief Remem- 
<£ dancers office, and estreats of nils returned from the Foreign Apposer ; 
££ ~ Inrc)1 die custodiams, and custodiam orders, orders to renew custodiams, and 
t£ afterwards engross them on parchment, with the proper stamps thereon ; enter 
u t le orders to reduce fines imposed, and recognizances forfeited ; recording all 
(< ™ atters relative thereto in the great Pipe Roll ; also orders to discharge fines on 
££ fT n ®[s, for n< ? returning writs, orders to exonerate Sheriffs from fines totted 
<£ tor .y the ™ 5 orders to oni for fines, and orders for liberty to account, to prepare 
££ a quietus for such Sheriffs applying for same, to make searches for lands granted 
££ ! n custodiam, constats of custodiams, constats of fines imposed on Sheriffs ; draw- 
mg out all dehets of Sheriffs on the certified transcripts and constats from the 
£< s e yeral offices of the Revenue side of the Court of Exchequer, giving credit for 
£( the several reducement and discharging orders entered in the office ; orders to ex- 
, onerate Sheriffs from fines charged on the Sheriffs accounts; comparing the tot 
M °! custodlam r ents » set forth in the Comptroller of the Pipe’s constat, and 
w g v?n § cre , dlt for one shilling m the pound, pursuant to Act of Parliament, on 
££ he seyeral , su ™ s remaining undischarged, and totted for on the Sheriffs accounts 
££ (save King s silver and levied fines) as set forth in the transcripts, and drawing out 
a de . bet “ the payment of their tots, which is aftewards paid into His Majesty’s 
(£ the Te . ller of the Exchequer, on receipt of the amount, gives the 

c, J” e r5 an acqufttauce when tots paid, and a certificate is usually filed in the 
Lord Ireasurers Remembrancer’s office.” 

Mr Luttrell, the present Patentee, was appointed by Your Majesty for life, in the 
year 1 8 °o. I he office has been uniformly executed by deputy; a salary of 
3 °. ’ mcluding an allowance of 111/. 12*. for passing Sheriffs accounts, is 
paid to this officer at the Treasury; and an annual allowance of 4/. 2* 6 d. for 
parchment at the Chief Remembrancer’s office. By an agreement with Mr. William 
Lea, the present Deputy, the Principal further receives an annual sum of 568/. 1 5*. 
out of the fees taken in the office ; the residue of these fees, after paying official 
disbursements, constitutes the Deputy’s remuneration for the performance of the 

tth k- t0la n6t amount of those fees is stat ed to us at 720/. per annum. 
Under this arrangement, the permanent annual emolument of the Patentee appears 
to be 879/. 9,?. bd. ; whilst the Deputy’s remuneration seems to have amounted only 
to the net sum of 101 /. 5*. a year. J 

14 °* The 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




f 38 (Ireland.) — FOURTH REPORT of COMMISSIONERS on DUTIES, 

court of The duties of this office being principally connected with the Sheriffs accounts 
, • - EXCHEQUER. ^ a nd custodiam orders, on both of which we may hereafter have important changes 
. "" °f practice to submit for Your. Majesty’s consideration ; we are wholly unable now 

j u Offices in Courts of to suggest what may ultimately be a proper remuneration for the officer : Supposing 
of J r ¥h Ce r n disposal his duties t0 continue as at present, it appears to us that a salary of 300 /. per 
01 The Crown. annum, with an allowance of 100/. for official expenses, would be sufficient 



XVII r. PURSUIVANT. 



This office is held during pleasure, under Letters Patent, dated in the year 1781, 
by Robert O’Hara, Esquire ; who, in the same year, appointed a deputy to execute 
all the duties, in consideration of being allowed to retain to his own'use half the 
produce of the-fees. These appear, on an average of three years, to have amounted 
to 1,093 /. 155. 8 7 . The Principal further receives a salary of 71/. 5 s. and an 
allowance of 7 /. 1 5 s. for passing Sheriffs accounts, charged upon the Consolidated 
Fund. The official disbursements are paid, in different proportions, by the Principal 
and Deputy ; leaving the net profit to the Principal, including salary, 613/. 85. 2d, 
and to the Deputy, 487/. n$. 87 . 



This is one of the offices, to which, by the Act of the 43d Geo. III. cap. 53, 
compensation was assigned for such reduction of the profits as should ensue in 
consequence of the operation of that Act. The amount of the fees and emoluments, 
received for the Patentee in right of his office, was certified under the provisions of 
that Act, to have been 1,598/. is. yd. on an average of three years, ending in 



£ The duties are thus described ; “ to be in attendance on the Court of Exchequer 
at all times during its sittings ; to deliver the green wax process to the several 
“ Sheriffs of the kingdom ; to execute the several attachments awarded by the said 
‘‘ Court, and directed to the Pursuivant ; and to receive such persons as may be 
“ committed to his custody, by the Court.” For these purposes, the Deputy states, 
that he is in constant attendance from ten till three o’clock, during the sittings of 
the Court. 6 & 



The receipts from the fees of the office appear, from Mr. O'Hara’s return, to 
have been, in the year 1812, 1,035/. 6 s. yd. in the year 1813, 1,440/. 17^. 57. 
and in 1814, 805/. 3 s. From this statement it would appear, that, in two of those 
years, the Pursuivant had very considerable claims on the score of compensation ; 
in the last nearly approaching to 800/. ; yet, in neither of these years, nor in any 
other year prior to 1 815, do we find that this officer preferred any demand upon the 
Public on this account. In the last mentioned year, however, a claim was made and 
admitted, to the amount of 863 1 . lys. y\d. In our final Report on this office, it 
will be our duty to submit such explanation as the officer may give, both of his 
apparent forbearance in the instances above mentioned, and of the circumstances 
under which his claims for compensation have latterly been advanced. 

IV e cannot but consider this office overpaid, even by the sum received by the 
deputy ; and we, at present, strongly incline to think that the office might be 
altogether abolished, and its duties transferred to the Serjeant at Arms. Should 
this arrangement, on more mature investigation, prove likely to produce any public 
inconvenience, we should still be of opinion that the officer would be sufficiently 
remunerated by fees, similar to those which in our first Report we have recommended 
to be established for the Pursuivant of the Court of Chancery. If the mode of 
payment by salary be adopted, in preference to fees, we think it may be rated at 
200 /. per annum, exclusive of travelling expenses. 



XIX. TRANSCRIPTER AND FOREIGN APPOSER. 

This office is held by John Pollock, Esq. under Letters Patent, during pleasure. 
Its duties are stated to be, “ to appose the Sheriffs of the several counties and 
“ counties of cities, and counties of towns in Ireland, when they appear and 
“ account in the Court of Exchequer, of which notice is given by the Sheriff ; 
‘u ^ 1VG transcr T^ s ’ w ^ en required, of all fines or sums of money which the 

Sheriffs are charged with on passing their accounts, previous to their paying their 

“ totts 
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“ totts into the Treasury ; and to make returns to the Clerk of. the Pipe, and court of 
“ Comptroller of the Pipe, of all nils of fines against Sheriffs or Coroners, and exchequer. 

“ against persons for fines and recognizances at Assizes and Sessions on the Sum- 1 ^ J 

“ monisters process of Sheriffs who accounted ; for which returns no. fees are Offices m Courts of 
“ demanded or received.” " Justice in disposal 

The present officer was appointed in the year 1790 ; and in the year 1.799, he ° f The Crown ' 
constituted Arthur Jones, Esquire, his Deputy, reserving to himself the salary 
ot 43 1 5 s ' annexed to the office, and allowing Mr. Jones the entire fees for his 
remuneration. For this appointment, Mr. Pollock received the sum of 330/. from 
Mr. Jones. The fees and allowances received by the Deputy, appear to have pro- 
duced, on an average of three years ending 31st December 1814, 94/. 18 s. qd. 
per annum. 

We do not feel ourselves, at present, able to offer any opinion to . Your Majesty* 
as to the arrangements which it may be ultimately expedient to adopt, either with 
respect to the duties or the remuneration of this officer. We propose, at a future 
day, to submit to Your Majesty, in a distinct Report, the result of our general ex- 
amination into the office of Sheriff, which will, no doubt, prove a most important 
branch of our inquiries. It will then be necessary to consider, with due attention, 
what regulations it may be right to adopt with respect to their accounts; with which 
the duties of this office, as well as of the Clerk of the Pipe, are intimately con- 
nected. At present we can only observe, that if it should hereafter be found 
expedient to continue the duties of Transcripter and Foreign Apposer, on their 
present footing, we conceive that a salary of 100/. per annum would be a sufficient 
remuneration. 



HIGH COURT OF ADMIRALTY. 

: — 

XX. XXI. & XXII. 

THE judge, the register, and the marshal. 

THE Judge of the High Court of Admiralty holds his office by Letters Patent C0URT of 
during good behaviour, pursuant to the Act of the 23d and 24th of Your Majesty, admiralty. 

chap. 14. The Patent appointing the present Judge, Sir Jonah Barrington, bears ^ 

date the 26th of April 1797, and vests in him, “ all the rights, powers, authorities 
jurisdictions, salaries, profits and emoluments to the said office belonging and 
appertaining, in as full and ample a manner as any of his predecessors in office 
“ theretofore had, or of right ought to have had, held, and enjoyed the same.” 

It further empowers him “ to depute and surrogate in his place, one or more 
‘ Deputy or Deputies to execute his duties as often as he shall think fit.” The 
description of these duties, as specified in the patent, is voluminous ; but they may 
be stated generally to be the hearing and determining all Civil, Maritime and other 
causes, of right belonging to the jurisdiction of the Court. The sittings of the 
Court of Admiralty, for the dispatch of business, are held regularly during Term 
on Mondays and Thursdays ; and on other days, both in and out of Term, tf occa- 
sion requires, though such extra sittings are not frequent. 

The principal official income of the Judge is derived from salary, the amount of 
which has from time to time been considerably augmented. Your Majesty was 
pleased, by letters dated 2d March 1761, to grant to the then Judge a salary of 
300/.; and by a subsequent letter, bearing date 7th June 1776, to augment it to 
500/. per annum. Your Majesty was further pleased, by letter dated 27th January 
1807 to grant to the present Judge, Sir Jonah Barrington, an additional salary of 
500/. per annum ; thus bestowing on him an annual salary of 1,000/. Independent 
of this remuneration, the Judge receives certain fees upon decrees pronounced by 
him, and on other matters, which appear, from the evidence of the officiating 
surrogate, to average about 12/. yearly. & 

The present Judge has long totally ceased to perform anyjudicial functions ■ and 
tor these seven years past, his duties have been altogether executed by a surrogate’ 

Niman Mahaffy, Esq. under an appointment from the Judge, bearing date the 15th 

1 ^°' U September 
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it may appear upon further investigation, that the rates which it would be necessary .'court ok 
to propose, in order to create a sufficient income for the Marshal, if unassisted by . admiralty. 
salary, would press too severely on the owners of vessels in particular instances ; and v — ■ J ' 
we therefore anticipate the possibility of our having to propose hereafter, the assign- Offices in Counts of 
ment of a moderate salary to the Marshal, in addition to his fees. Justice in disposal ' 

W e recommend in conclusion, that both the Register and Marshal should discharge ° f Cr0wn ' 
their duties in person ; that the power of deputation in either case, be under the control 
of the Judge, and admissible only under the circumstances already mentioned. 

XXIII. REGISTRY OFFICE. 

This office was established in Ireland, under the Statute of the 6th Anne, cap. 2, registry office. 

its duties have been further extended and regulated by subsequent Acts. The office^ — - — x, * 

is of very considerable utility and importance ; being in effect, a depository for the 8th Anne c JQ 
record of all dispositions, affecting real, and in some instances, personal property, 8th Geo^xst, c?'i5. 
whether by deeds or equitable articles, wills or devises, and of certain other acts; 5th Geo. ad/c.4. 
accessible, as an authentic source of reference, for ascertaining the existence of such 33 d Geo. ad, c. 14. 
dispositions, and intended principally for the security of purchasers. aist&^a2dGeo.3d, 

The duties of the office comprise much minute and troublesome detail, and its 2 5thGeo.3d, c.47. 
satisfactory management must require a constant and careful superintendence. These 
objects will properly form matter of consideration in the general Report, and the 
suggestions which it will be our duty hereafter to submit to Your Majesty, upon the 
existing state, and for the future regulation of the Registry Office. At present, we 
confine ourselves to the nature of the appointment and situation of the Register, 
his deputies and clerks. 

The Act above mentioned directs, that the office to be established for registering 
deeds, shall be managed and executed by a fit and able person, or his sufficient 
deputy ; and authorizes the appointment of such a person by the Crown. Various 
regulations and fees are established by this and the other Acts, relating to the office; 
none of them appear to have provided any salary or other emolument, except the 
fees already alluded to. In the original grant to Mr. Benjamin Parry, under her 
Majesty’s Letters Patent, dated the 20th November 1707, there was not any salary 
annexed to the office; but under a warrant from the Secretary of State on the 
31st May 1710, an allowance of 500/. a year was granted to the same person as 
Register, to commence from the 25th of March 1708, to continue for 11 years, and 
to the end of the next ensuing Session of Parliament after that period. This 
allowance was directed to be inserted as a charge upon the Civil List; and by a 
further warrant dated the 14th August 1717, was made permanent for the life of 
Mr. Parry. Prior to the date of this last warrant, the reversion of the office had 
been granted to Arthur Hill and Alexander Brodrick, Esquires, jointly; and on the 
2d October 1 736, Arthur Hill was appointed, by Letters Patent, solely to the office, 
with a salary of .500/. a year, together with the fees established by Act of Parliament* 
and subject expressly, to all the conditions and provisions of the statute. 

In the year 1 749 a similar grant was made to John Burton, Esquire, who was 
succeeded, in the year 1 784, by the Right honourable George Ogle. Shortly after 
Mr. Ogle’s appointment, in the year 1785, in consequence of an address of the Irish 
House of Commons, praying, “ that in consideration of the regulations already 
“ made, and others proposed to be forthwith made in the office of Register, and the 
tt * ncrease °f expense in conducting the business of the said office, conformable to 
“ those regulations, some provision might be made for the Right honourable George 

Ogle, Your Majesty was pleased to grant him an additional salary of 800/. 
a year, chargeable on the Civil List, to be enjoyed during Your Majesty’s pleasure. 

We are not prepared to state, that regulations of such operation as this address 
imports were really enforced ; and upon a reference to the parliamentary proceed- 
mgs on this occasion we are led to conclude, that the grant of additional salary to 
Mr. Ogle was intended rather in the light of a personal compensation, for the antici- 
pated diminution of his official profits, than as permanently fixing the future rate of 
the Register’s salary ; for the grant appears to have been in fact, proposed in Parlia- 
ment only for the continuance of Mr. Ogle’s life. 

In the year 1795, however, the reversion of the office was granted by Letters 
1 atent, with the same salary and emoluments, to the Right honourable Arthur 

14 °- Wolfe, 
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in the year 180b, before the office fell in by the death of g . h "' ho 

.certain articles of agreement with one of the officiating Deputy^ejristers Sfr ‘" t0 
Moore. Under these articles it was agreed, that in SS ,L ^ 
1,000 guineas previously paid to Lord gihvarden by M^W and of hi “J 
mg into a bond of indemnity in the sum of 20 000 1 rhri™ th! ’ “ - h s ente1 '- 

rity required by the statute from the Register ’ for ° th f aniount ot the secu- 

of the office,) Mr Moore shonW be 31 , *? due Performance of the duties 

the deputation, in the event of his rpsicrnintr n.- nfhn • a m . ee tlie continuance of 
His Lordship further engaged to permk M,- Mnn^Z™ !° h ° Id the office - 

nate his successor ; 

excepted, who was to be specially appointed by his Lorishb 1 and ,0 ( T 
appointment of such competent persons, as should be nominated by Mr AW ‘Z 
nominee or personal renrespntaiW QO u: 0 t a u - , , umteu D y Moore, his 

aassssF* 

and an award made subsequently, upon a reference obtainulL i ^ agreement 
net profits, accruing from the receipt of thffees of the officP P a, ; t,c, P atl0n the 

office faVdTe fad 4 Znl refan mad^ 0 ^ ^ to the 

“ i-sur rra £•>*■' 

it concerns the present Register, is, to all intents, a sinecure ’ therefore > as 

ments are stated at about 1,475/. per annum leavfn’f 4 ^' °i ficla d,sburse - 

net annual profits of the office. ' Oftliis amount, in addition tohls sdar “f 4 ’ 37 ° ‘i 
a year, his Lordship s share was 2,38-3/ 12? ad and thn IS , Sdlai y ? f L300/. 

Deputy rs mlnyl/tfa faT’eKfatd bylTZare ^ V”d ^ 
appear comparatively exorbitant. “ y “ ’ demanded at rates that 

to ^^auiounlof Is^tmo^Zhicifthtri^w^eo^ ^ the «™i*. 

responsibility to individuals which it imnn „ equ e ? given; the further heavy 
actual performance of its ^fafas rende- ! ^ ““ deVOti °" of time »Wch the 
salary of . , 500 1 Zr annum w 11 nm h respectfully submit, that a 

The payment of the clerks afa other nLZ ™ sonable all °wance to the Officer, 
to have amounted to tT 5 ’l and ffiof frl^ Ur9e T ntS ’, appear ’ on “ a ^age, 
must necessarily be expected Zher to rb T "■ u accumulati o« of deeds, 

in a separate Report ** sha " * °nr care,’ 

prodnee a fund sufficient for the pS-m of te oS the rf' t’ “ S T t T, ust wiil 
necessary disbursements withnnfL.il »• omcer, the clerks, and all other 

who may have occasion ’to resort to the ol “Ud^iX^ P re ? SUre u P on those 
continue the present salarv nf 1 onn / u ™ C j d , oat rend ering it necessary to 

we submit may be spared to the Public ^fterth 0 ?! C ? nsi ? lidated fund ; which 
the present officer. P bU ’ f CT the ^termination of the interest of 



WHEN 
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WHEN the fees of the Prothonotaries Offices shall have been equalized in the 
three Law Courts, it appears to us, that material benefit would be derived from 
consolidating their produce into one fund ; to be charged, in the first instance, with 
the Establishments proposed for the three Offices : These, as we have already 
shown, would collectively require about 25,800/. per annum ; a sum which would • 
be considerably within the probable amount of the fund, thus to be provided ; and 
we now proceed to submit to Your Majesty, an estimate of the extent of this 
excess, and the manner in which we conceive that it might be advantageously 
applied. 

The fees received in the office of Clerk of the Pleas in the Court of Exchequer, 
for the use of the Principal, produced, on an average of three years ending in 1814, 
the sum of 9,919/. 3-?. 5</.; while other fees, demandable in his right, but relin- 
quished by him to his deputies and clerks, appear to have amounted to at least 
3,000/. more. In our Second Report, we have recommended all those fees to be esta- 
blished ; and, after making allowances for a diminution in their amount, in conse- 
quence of the regulations therein suggested, we have estimated the probable future 
produce of all the fees recommended for establishment, so low as 12,000/. per 
annum. When the rates of the fees in the other Law Courts shall be equalized 
with those which we have recommended for establishment in the Pleas Office of the 
Exchequer, their total amount may be estimated, with sufficient accuracy, for our 
present purpose, from a view of the proportion which the business in these Courts 
bore to its actual amount, in the Court of Exchequer, at the period of making that 
estimate. On the average of three years, ending i 8 i 4 j the number of Suits, com- 
prising Writs and Ejectments, in the three Courts, were as follows: — 

In the King’s Bench N" 9,160. 

In the Common Pleas - - 15,161. 

In the Exchequer - 15,402. 

And the number of Declarations filed- in the three Courts, within the same period, 
were. Jn the King’s Bench - - - - N° 3,491. 

In the Common Pleas - - - - 3,752. 

In the Exchequer - 3,695. 

Assuming, then, that the business in the Exchequer would continue to produce 
a fund of 12,000/. we may conclude that the business in the Common Pleas 
would afford about the same amount, independent of the additional sum which 
would be collected upon Recoveries, and other proceedings peculiar to that Court, 
and the amount of which may be estimated probably at 1,000/. And further, that 
about 9,000/. might be expected from the King’s Bench; making, altogether, a 
consolidated sum of 34,000/. available to the general fee fund. The business 
might, after such consolidation, perhaps become differently distributed between the 
three Courts ; but its total amount could not be affected by the operation. 

The charge for the establishments, which we have proposed for these several 
offices in future, amounts to 25,800/. The excess, then, of the produce of this 
aggregate fund, still unappropriated, may be taken at about 8,000/. per annum; 
while the previous saving to the suitors, by the proposed regulation of the fees, 
cannot be taken at less than 45,000 /. per annum, in the offices of the three Law- 
Courts alone. 

The relief, however, might be still more extensive ; a further and most important 
saving to the suitors, might be effected, by applying this surplus as a fund, out of 
which to provide remuneration, in the shape of salary, for the Judges, to such 
amount as shall be thought proper, in commutation for the fees to which they are 
entitled, and from which they at present deriye a portion of their emoluments. 
These fees might then either wholly, or in part, be remitted to the suitors. 

There is scarcely an instance, in which a Judge can receive a fee in person, 
without, as we think, incurring the risk of abating some portion of that respect, 
which should ever attend the administration of justice ; whilst such of his fees as 

140. I are 
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exempted from'hSmedktetonfrd' and ma, °h are ’ in a great degree 

the knowledge or even suspicion of the personforTh™' use”hev af ^ T h ° u ‘ 
As in this and our other Renort, „„ h 7 rece ‘ved- 

hon provided for the Officers of thi th^Sco^lf'^' °® cial rem >me.-a- 
Salary, charged upon the general fund hv h °“ d “"f ,St prind P a % of 

ptoposed for establishment ; and as the sufficient ^ J accumulation of the fees 
end the ultimate benefit to the PutS S S 7° tlng this «Penditure, 
coUectron of those fees ; we are induJd’tTsuLesffi °“ th ? re «“ iar and faithful 
airangement for securing their due collection Sg w ? of a very guarded 

arrangement for that pjpoie shall come to he ‘T " hen Ms of an 
may be easily carried into execution Almost evere^’ “ WI ' 1 be found that the y 
recommended that a fee should he chanted — ^ S8 T e . on " hich we have 
h- ° fficer ° f the respective Cour[f and K’ET'f W “ h ' he si g"ature of 
winch, by enumerating the number and purposes othif^ be P 10v, . ded in h» office, 
afford an effective check on the accounts “ eacb «** »H 

° ffi ? j * Court of 

men of fees for that purpose. Should the nTode of recommended the establish- 

that no ministerial Office if the rift'of y” 11 M** WOuld be 8 material improvement 
«.on of Justice, should " ith tbe ad S “ 

longer term than the good behaviour of & 77 ,° f “»= Grantee, or for any 
judge, fo ensure the practical efficacy of thhfr ° f | Wh - 1Ch the Court shou, d be the 
commend that it should be provided by Act of P a 2 T a S ain earnestly re- 
made of any misconduct on the part o/the officer fhp" 1 ’ tl, f t . u P on an y complaint 
of It m a summary manner, upon Affidavits withm,^ 7 P roceed to dispose 
Action,- for unless this should become the’dn-h? j ?™ dlng the complainant to an 
manence of that improvement, which is meditated ■ ' Iw.'e should doubt the per- 
should apprehend that, if any ^riered Su itor hi\ 9' hc ‘“ 1 De P-rtmeuts ; and 
redress, he will neither pursue th? action nor Le^ 7 t0 his action for 

payment of the fee will naturally be considered as the fru, . tless complaint: The 

which, in theory, is complete, will be fStind for the f7 T" 8™™““ i and remedy 
for the past, perfectly illusory. the future > as » has proved itself 
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